
Expedition Earth
Lesson Plans

Note to Parents:

     The lesson plans that follow are designed to help you work through 
Expedition Earth in one school year. You'll find daily plans, quizzes, and 
information for further study that will carry you through 35 weeks.

     Your local library is a great resource for learning more about the topics 
mentioned in Expedition Earth. The lesson plans don't contain specific book 
titles because every library is different. Take some time before beginning a 
week's lessons to search your library's card catalog for the keywords marked in 
bold.

     Throughout the lesson plans, you'll find links to websites and videos where 
you and your children can learn more about the topics. Though the sites have all 
been checked prior to being included here, the content can change at any time. 
Please preview any website before sharing it with your children.

     Feel free to go through the lesson plans more quickly or more slowly as it 
suits your family. You may want to work through a continent, take a break for 
several weeks, and then begin again later. Above all, have fun learning!



Week One – Day 1

Read page 4 about Algeria.

Learn more about the Barbary Pirates.

Barbary Pirates – an article from the 1911 Encyclopedia Britannica
America and the Barbary Pirates: An International Battle Against an 
Unconventional Foe by Gerard W. Gawalt – The Library of Congress

Algeria's Numidian people fought in the Punic Wars, first as an ally of the 
Carthaginians and then as an ally of the Roman Empire.

Masinissa, Numidian ruler – Encyclopedia Britannica

Draw a picture of a desert oasis with a gateway. Do caravans visit your oasis?

Week One – Day 2

Read page 5 about Angola.

Almost immediately upon gaining independence from Portugal in 1975, Angola 
entered a civil war that lasted for 27 years. These websites explain more about 
the destructive and tragic conflict.

Angola: First civil war (1975-1992) - Electoral Institute for the Sustainability 
of Democracy in Africa (EISA)
Angola: Second civil war (1992-2001) – EISA
Angola's civil war in pictures – BBC News

Week One – Day 3

Read pages 6 and 7 about Benin and Botswana.

Learn more about the Kingdom of Dahomey, the last African kingdom to be 
colonized by Europeans.

Dahomey – The Ouidah Museum of History
Dahomey – Encyclopedia Britannica
Wonders: Dahomey Kingdom – PBS.org

http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Gazetteer/Topics/history/American_and_Military/Barbary_Pirates/Britannica_1911*.html
http://www.pbs.org/wonders/Episodes/Epi3/3_wondr2.htm
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/149772/Dahomey
http://www.museeouidah.org/Theme-Dahomey.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/1397466.stm
http://www.eisa.org.za/WEP/angoverview9.htm
http://www.eisa.org.za/WEP/angoverview8.htm
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/367882/Masinissa
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/jefferson_papers/mtjprece.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/jefferson_papers/mtjprece.html


Dahomey, like other African kingdoms, is known for selling captives into slavery. 

Africa And The Africans In The Age Of The Atlantic Slave Trade – History 
World International

Botswana is home to a diverse landscape including the Kalahari Desert, 
Chobe National Park, and the Makgadikgadi Salt Pan.

Kalahari Desert – ThinkQuest
The !Kung of the Kalahari Desert – University of Connecticut
The Baobab Tree in Chobe National Park

Week One – Day 4

Read page 8 about Burkina Faso.

Emperor of the Mossi Tribe: In Burkina Faso, Mogho Naba Lives On – Los 
Angeles Times

Week One – Day 5

Take Quiz 1 on the next page.

Finish reading your library books or explore the websites from this week's 
lessons.

Color Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, and Burkina Faso on the outline map of 
Africa.

http://articles.latimes.com/1989-02-05/news/mn-2314_1_independent-burkina-faso
http://www.ucc.uconn.edu/~epsadm03/kung.html
http://library.thinkquest.org/C007160/kalahari.htm
http://www.savuteelephantcamp.com/web/osec/baobab_tree.jsp
http://history-world.org/Africa%20in%20the%20age%20of%20the%20slave%20trade.htm


Quiz 1

1. How much of Algeria's land is available for farming? ____________________

2. What do the crescent and star on Algeria's flag symbolize? ______________

________________________________________________________________

3. Name the capital of each country.

Algeria _________________________________________________________

Angola _________________________________________________________

Benin __________________________________________________________

Botswana _______________________________________________________

Circle the countries that border the Atlantic Ocean.

Algeria Angola Benin Botswana

4. Name the three largest ethnic groups in Benin. ________________________

________________________________________________________________

5. What types of music have been traditionally enjoyed in Botswana? ________

________________________________________________________________

6. What do the words Burkina Faso mean? _____________________________

________________________________________________________________

7. What is the emperor of the Mossi people called? _______________________

________________________________________________________________


