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Spanning over 15 feet, the Timeline of 
American History is a visually engaging, 
interactive resource that brings the past to 
life. This unique fold-out timeline o�ers a 
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From the Genesis Flood to the modern era, 
this timeline connects key historical moments 
with a biblical worldview. See the threads 
of history unfold—from the Revolutionary 
War to the Second Great Awakening, and 
beyond. Read inspiring quotes from U.S. 
presidents throughout, learn the Amendments 
of the Constitution, and discover how faith, 
innovation, and culture have shaped America.

Designed for upper elementary through 
high school students, this timeline 
is the perfect companion to Master 
Books history, including America’s Story, Meet the 
Chief, and Passport to America. Whether used in 
homeschool, classrooms, or for personal study, this 
color-coded, easy-to-use resource helps students 
visually connect major milestones and see God’s hand 
throughout American history.
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	J Biblical & Christianity
Spanning from the Genesis Flood to the overturning 
of Roe V. Wade, this timeline traces the biblical and 
Christian influences on America’s history. Explore the 
arrival of the Pilgrims alongside events like the Pequot 
War, uncover the impact of key Christian leaders and 
denominational movements, and see how Scripture has 
shaped communities, education, and national values.

	J Scientific & Technological Developments
From the intricate Incan quipu to the cutting-edge 
world of AI and machine learning, this timeline 
charts the discoveries and inventions that have 
reshaped life in America. Compare the time period 
of Bell’s telephone patent with Edison’s phonograph 
breakthrough, trace medical and space exploration 
milestones, and see how innovation has propelled 
progress in every era.

	J Cultural & Social Movements
Beginning with early tribal trade networks and 
extending to modern conservative movements, this 
timeline delves into the developing identity of America. 
Explore key social reforms like abolition, women’s 
suffrage, and labor rights, as well as the profound effects 
of immigration, media, literature, and the arts, to 
observe how culture has continuously shaped the nation.

	J Political Developments
Covering history from the rise of the Olmec 
Civilization to the latest U.S. election, this timeline 
highlights defining moments in American politics. 
Follow the drafting of the Declaration of Independence 
and the U.S. Constitution, major conflicts such 
as the Civil War, and pivotal shifts like the Civil 
Rights Movement. Discover influential leaders, 
groundbreaking legislation, and Supreme Court 
decisions that have steered the nation’s course.
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 Pre-Columbian America (Before 1492) Focusing on the native civilizations such as the Anasazi, Mississippian, and others before European contact.
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Eastern U.S.
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Eskimos
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Chumash tribe 
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	J The waters of the Genesis Flood begin 
to subside, and the Ice Age begins (2349 
B.C.). Certain landforms across North 
America are shaped by the receding 
waters, such as the Grand Canyon in 
Arizona. Other land forms are shaped 
by the moving, shifting glaciers, such as 
Yosemite Valley in California.

	J Aztec, Cherokee, Cheyenne, Guaraní, 
Iroquois, Lakota, and countless other 
first peoples in North and South 
America share a common story of a great 
flood that echoes the global Flood of 
Genesis. 

Osage 
Midwest U.S.

 2349 B.C. the Genesis Flood  
water begins to subside  2142 B.C. Ice Age

 1200-400 B.C. Olmec Civilization

 1000 Polynesians first 
arrived in Hawaii

	J The Ice Age begins, and 
at the time of the Tower 
of Babel, the first people 
groups begin moving 
toward the Bering Strait, 
crossing on land exposed 
because of the frozen 
waters (between 2142 
B.C. and 1842 B.C.). 

	J Rise of the Olmec civilization (1200–400 B.C.), 
considered the earliest in Mesoamerica, and of the 
Hawaiian people arriving by boat to the Hawaiian 
Islands (1000–2000).

	J Establishment of the Mississippian culture and the 
construction of Cahokia Mound in Illinois (around A.D. 
600-1400).

	J Development of the Anasazis’ Pueblo Bonito in Chaco 
Canyon, New Mexico (A.D. 828).

Traditional polynesian 
double-hulled canoe

	J Extensive trade networks 
among tribes such as the 
Hopewell culture (200 B.C. – 
A.D. 500).  

	J Large migration of Navajo, 
Apache, and other native tribes 
moving from the north to the 
southwest of North America 
(A.D. 1400).  

 250-900 Height of Mayan civilization
 1000 Leif Erikson journeys  to the Americas 

 1070 Great Serpent  
Mound constructed

	J The Inca’s quipu is invented (circa 
A.D. 300). The quipu (also spelled 
khipu or quipo) is an ancient device 
used by the Inca Empire and other 
Andean cultures for record keeping 
and possibly for telling stories or 
performing calculations. A quipu 
typically consists of colored, spun, 
and plied threads or cords made 
from cotton or camelid fiber. The 
main structure of a quipu includes 
a primary cord, from which many 
pendant cords hang. The cords 
are knotted in various ways, with 
the type and location of the knots 
conveying different meanings and numbers.

	J Mayan civilization reaches its height with advanced astronomy 
and mathematics (A.D. 250-900).  

	J The Great Serpent Mound, a prehistoric effigy mound in Ohio, is 
constructed (circa 1070).

200 B.C.–A.D. 500 Trade among 
tribes

 1493
 2242 B.C. Tower of Babel  2142 B.C.–1842 B.C.   

Cr
oss

ing the land bridge
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Land bridge
Beringia: During the Ice Age,  
a grassy plain hundreds of miles wide  
connected Asia and North America.

And the waters And the waters 
prevailed exceedingly prevailed exceedingly 

upon the earth; and all the upon the earth; and all the 
high hills, that were under the high hills, that were under the 
whole heaven, were covered.whole heaven, were covered.

Genesis 7:19Genesis 7:19
(KJV)(KJV)



Age of Exploration (1492-1606) Covering the discovery of the Americas by Columbus and the exploration by other Europeans.

Polynesians first 
arrived in Hawaii

Great Serpent  
Mound constructed

Trade among 

	J Papal Bull “Inter 
Caetera” is a decree 
granting Spain the 
right to colonize 
the New World and 
spread Christianity 
(1493).

Spanish settlement of  
San Miguel de Gualdape

Jesuit mission Ajacán Mission

Juan Ponce de León 
explores a new 

land he calls Tierra 
Florida (1513)

Establishment of  
St. Augustine, Florida

First Charter of Virginia colonization 
from Maine to South Carolina

	J “Letter to King Ferdinand of 
Spain, Describing the 
Results of the 
First Voyage” by 
Christopher 
Columbus. 
This letter 
detailed his 
discoveries 
(1493). Though 
Columbus never 
actually reached the shores of 
what is now the United States, 
he helped open the door to 
more European exploration of 
the Americas, transforming 
the history and culture of the 
Western Hemisphere. 

	J The Diario of Christopher 
Columbus’s First Voyage to 
America - Columbus’ journal 
documenting his first voyage 
(1492-1493). 

	J Juan Ponce de León explores a new 
land he calls Tierra Florida (1513). 

	J The Spanish settlement of San Miguel 
de Gualdape in present-day Georgia 
or South Carolina is one of the earliest 
attempts at a European settlement 
in the continental United States, 
including efforts to convert indigenous 
peoples to Christianity (1526).

	J A Jesuit mission is established in 
the Chesapeake Bay area, known as 
the Ajacán Mission, leading to the 
martyrdom of Jesuit missionaries and 
highlighting the challenges of early 
Christian missionary work among 
indigenous peoples (1570).

	J First Charter of Virginia emphasizes 
the propagation of Christianity 
among the indigenous peoples as a 
justification for colonization (1606).

	J Establishment of St. Augustine, 
Florida, the oldest continuously 
inhabited European-established 
settlement in the U.S. (1565).

	J The Waldseemüller map, created by 
the German cartographer Martin 
Waldseemüller, is one of the most 
significant maps in history. It is 
renowned for being the first map 
to use the name “America” to refer 
to the New World, honoring the 
Italian explorer Amerigo Vespucci. 
Vespucci was one of the first to 
suggest that the lands discovered 
by Europeans in the late 15th and 
early 16th centuries were part of a 
new continent, separate from Asia 
(1507).

 1513 Balboa sights Pacific Ocean
 1519-1522 Ferdinand Magellan’s expedition  

circumnavigates the globe

	J Jacques Cartier explores and 
claims Canada for  
France (1534). 

 1534 Cartier explores Canada 1494 Treaty of Tordesillas divides the New 
World between Spain and Portugal  1519 Hernán Cortés begins the 

conquest of the Aztec Empire  1532 Francisco Pizarro leads the 
conquest of the Inca Empire

 1518 Transatlantic slave trade 
begins in Americas

	J The transatlantic slave trade, 
involving the transportation 
of enslaved Africans to the 
Americas, began in the early 

16th century. One of the first 
recorded instances of Africans 
being transported directly to the 
Americas was in 1518 when a 
ship carried enslaved Africans 
to the Spanish colonies in the 
Caribbean.

Upper deck 
of the Marie 
Séraphique 

with 307 
captives on a 
lower deck. 

	J Creation of the Iroquois Five 
Confederacy, one of the most influential 
Native American alliances (circa 1570). 
In 1722, the Tuscarora, who had migrated  
north from the Carolinas to New York, became  
the sixth nation of the Iroquois Confederacy.

Roanoke Colony

	J Sir Walter Raleigh starts the Cittie of Raleigh 
island settlement, which came to be known as the 
Lost Colony of Roanoke, Roanoke island, North 
Carolina, where 115 people disappeared.

	J Born August 18, Virginia Dare is baptized on 
August 24 and recognized as the first English child 
born in Virginia (1587). 

 1493 Papal Bull “Inter Caetera” 1526 San Miguel de Gualdape  1570 Ajacán Mission 1606 First Charter of Virginia 

1507 The Waldseemüller map

 1570 Creation of the Iroquois 
Confederacy

 1587 Lost Colony of Roanoke 
1587 Virginia Dare is baptized 
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Colonial Beginnings (1607-1675) Starting with Jamestown and the early English settlements.

First Charter of Virginia 

1620 Mayflower Compact 1621 First Thanksgiving 
in the Americas 1636 Roger Williams 

founds Providence 1649 Maryland  
Toleration Act

1609 Hudson River Valley claimed 

1608 Pocahontas saves John Smith 
1624 Fort Orange in Albany 

1622 War with Powhatan Confederacy 1630 Massachusetts Bay Colony
1636-1637 The Pequot War

1607 Jamestown founded 1630-1651 Of Plymouth Plantation 
1630 “A Model of Christian Charity” 1624 The Dutch establish  

New Amsterdam 

Pilgrims at prayer during their 
voyage to North America.

	J The Pilgrims arrive, escaping 
religious persecution, and sign 
the Mayflower Compact (1620).

	J The first Thanksgiving in  
the American colonies occurs 
when 50 Pilgrims and 90 
Wampanoag people share a 
three-day harvest feast (1621). 

Providence,  
Rhode Island,  
Original Deed

	J Willem Kieft, the Dutch Director of New 
Netherland, met with an Algonquian chief 
following the conclusion of the Wappinger War in 
1645. This symbolized a moment of diplomacy to 
restore peace between the Dutch settlers and the 
indigenous tribes after a period of conflict.

	J The Mayflower on which the Pilgrims 
sailed was originally built for 
transporting goods, not passengers, 
which made the 66-day voyage across 
the Atlantic difficult for the 102 
Pilgrims and the 30 crew members.

	J Jamestown, Virginia, the 
first permanent English 
settlement, is founded (1607). 

	J Maryland passes the Act 
Concerning Religion (or 
Maryland Toleration Act), 
granting religious freedom to all 
Christians, and making it one of 
the first laws to protect religious 
liberty in the colonies (1649).

	J A young Pocahontas saves  
John Smith (1608).

	J Roger Williams founds Providence,  
Rhode Island, after his banishment from 
Massachusetts Bay, helping shape Rhode Island 
into a refuge for religious dissenters and one that 
promoted the principle of religious liberty (1636).

	J Squanto, also known as 
Tisquantum, from the 
Patuxet tribe, acts as an 
interpreter and guide for 
the Pilgrims at Plymouth 
Colony (1621).

	J The Pequot War, an armed conflict 
between the Pequot tribe and colonists 
(1636-1637). The Mystic Massacre 
occurred on May 26, 1637, when 
colonial forces, joined by Mohegan and 
Narragansett allies, attacked a fortified 
Pequot village at Mistick. After setting 
the village on fire to escape, they 
trapped and killed most of the Pequots, 
with survivors being slain as they 
fled. This detailed facsimile, crafted 
circa 1870 by Edward Bierstadt, is a 
reproduction of a map from “Newes 
from America” by Captain John 
Underhill, originally published in 
London in 1638.

1621 Squanto acts  
as interpreter

1663 Carolinas are founded 
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Colonial Growth and Conflict (1676-1749)  Including King Philip’s War, the growth of the colonies, and conflicts with Native Americans.

	J John Locke’s book,  
Of Faith and Reason, 
is published (1689).

	J Establishment of 
the first American 
newspaper, “Publick 
Occurrences” (1690).

	J The Salem Witch Trials in Massachusetts (1692).

	J Establishment of the Bank of England, influencing 
colonial economies (1694).

	J Magnalia Christi Americana by Cotton Mather - A 
history of New England from a Puritan perspective 
(1702).

	J The Stono Rebellion is the largest slave uprising in 
the colonies. It results in the deaths of 35–50 African 
slaves and 25 colonists (1739).

	J The Great Awakening sweeps through the British American 
colonies and is a powerful religious revival characterized by 
a surge in evangelical fervor and individual faith. Central 
to this movement was Reverend Jonathan Edwards from 
Northampton, Massachusetts, who clearly lived out the 
revival’s intense, emotive preaching style, most notably in 
his sermon “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.” This 
sermon highlighted the dire need for personal salvation and 
the horrors of hell, driving the movement’s emphasis on deep, 
personal religious experience and challenging established 
religious authority. The Great Awakening significantly shaped 
American Protestantism and laid early groundwork for a 	          	
                distinct American identity (1730s and 1740s). 

	J French explorer René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle, leads an 
expedition down the Mississippi River. On April 9, he claims the entire 
Mississippi River basin for France, naming it “La Louisiane” in honor 
of King Louis XIV (1682). 

	J King Philip’s War, a devastating conflict 
between Native American inhabitants 
and New England settlers (1675-1678).

	J Bacon’s Rebellion 
in Virginia, an early 
revolt against colonial 
government (1676).

	J Passage of the Acts of Union, uniting England and 
Scotland under the name of Great Britain (1707).

	J The Yamasee War, a conflict between South 
Carolina colonists and various Native tribes 
(1715-1717).

	J King George II grants a charter for the colony 
of Georgia to James Oglethorpe and a group of 
trustees. This charter allows them to establish the 
colony, which was the last of the original Thirteen 
Colonies in what would become the United States. 
The primary purpose of this new colony is to 
provide a fresh start for debtors and the poor 
of England and to serve as a buffer state against 
Spanish Florida (1732).

	J The founding of Georgia, the last of the original 
thirteen colonies (1733).

burning of jamestown

1690 1st American 
Newspaper1689 Of Faith and Reason 1692 Salem Witch Trials 

1682 Cavelier explores Mississippi River

1681 William Penn founds Pennsylvania 1730s
1740s The Great Awakening 

1739
1740

The Stono Rebellion 
Religious Affections

1676 Bacon’s Rebellion 1675-1678 King Philip’s War
1707 Passage of the Acts of Union

1715-1717 The Yamasee War
1732 King George Grants Charter  

of the colony of Georgia 1733 The founding  
of Georgia

1694 Bank of England 
Established 1702 Magnalia Christi 

Americana Carolinas are founded 

Historic William III coin from 1694–1702, which  
showcases the legacy of the British monarch’s reign.

4


