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Introduction

by Ken Ham

You probably know the word chutzpah. (A similar term

is audacity.) I am using that Yiddish word to describe the
actions of an atheist who visited our Creation Museum. He
got in free by cheating, toured the museum, and afterward
proceeded to blast the museum on his blog—a blog which
is devoted to, as he calls it, “debunking Christianity.”

How did he get in free? He played on the generosity and
sympathy of a museum staff member. The man came to the
museum desk and declared that he only had a short time

to spend at the museum and did not have the money in his
budget to pay for a ticket. Now, he did admit that he was skep-
tical of the museum’s content. But the staff member, want-
ing to reach out to a person who expressed a financial need
and also hoping the museum might challenge his thinking,
allowed him in at no charge. We want skeptics to visit.

Conveniently, though, what didn’t he tell her? Well, that he
was really at the museum as an atheist who was wanting
to go through the museum and then would be blasting it—
without having to pay. We have since learned that the man
has written five books in the past few years and advertises
himself as a speaker against Christianity. I doubt he is the
pauper he pretended to be when he came here.

But coming here under false pretenses and getting in free
doesn’t really upset me. Why? First, because he did hear
God’s Word throughout the museum, and “faith comes
from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ”
(Romans 10:17). Perhaps this man will repent of his sins
and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Second, because he is an atheist, this man is only acting
consistently with his worldview. I understand his actions,



though I certainly don’t condone them, for stealing is
against all sorts of biblical teachings, including one of

the Ten Commandments. But you see, he has no absolute
standard by which he lives his life. So why is it even wrong
in his secular worldview to misrepresent himself to us? He
can justify being a cheater by his atheistic religion.

SoIunderstand his mindset. I really do. If there is no God,
how could an atheist ever say what is right or wrong? By
what standard can he make that determination? If each
person decides for himself what is right or wrong, then he
can argue that what he did at the museum was not wrong.

Secular atheistic humanism is a belief system about what
we supposedly came from (nothing), what our purpose
isin life (nothing), and what happens when we die (also
nothing). Those who believe this way are only demonstrat-
ing the truth of Romans 1: they are suppressing the truth of
God’s existence in unrighteousness. They claim to be wise,
but Romans 1 states that they have become fools.

It also did not make me mad when I learned that as this
atheist was leaving the museum, he left a business card
with our guest services staff member—the one who had
been so kind to him. The card had the words “debunk-
ing Christianity” on it along with his website address.
He wanted her to know what he was really doing at the
museum, as if he was gloating, “Ha! I deceived you.” But
this behavior was consistent with his atheism.

[ once posted a Facebook comment about this man with
the title, “Atheist debunking—or an advertisement for the
Creation Museum?” Like most atheists who write nega-
tively about their museum experience, he simply described
some of the exhibits and, with lots of hand-waving, said
we were wrong. His lengthy piece offered no real rebuttals
of the scientific displays. He mocked the exhibits more
than anything. (He did seem to be impressed with our



Insectorium’s collection of insects, though.) But I'm not
upset with him for another reason: the man seems to have
a lot of followers (based on the number of comments he is
receiving about his blog against us), and so I see his blog
post as an advertisement for the Creation Museum.

This atheist certainly saw and heard God’s Word in the
museum, and we should pray for him. I understand that he
comes from a church background, but apparently he did
not receive any effective apologetics teaching, or perhaps
it may have been weak teaching. I don’t know. So let’s pray
for this atheist, that God will use his Word to convict him
and lead him to salvation through the Holy Spirit.

Meanwhile, because of cheaters like this man, we greatly
tightened up our procedures to make sure that people like
this don't take advantage of our generosity just so they can
mock us. Actually, this museum incident shows he did not
come to the Creation Museum with any other intent but to
mock and speak against Christianity. Even before his visit,
his atheistic, blind-faith religion had already biased what
he would write about the Creation Museum.

We've had a number of instances of atheists not telling the
truth (for them there is no such thing as “truth” anyway)

in order to take advantage of us at the Creation Museum.
For example, TV commentator and comedian Bill Maher
and his video crew lied and broke the rules to sneak into
Answers in Genesis.! Then there was an incident in 2010,?
along with other instances. Actually, the atheists’ behavior
just illustrates Romans 1 over and over again. They work to
suppress the truth because they know in their hearts that
God created (Romans 1:18-19).

1 HBO's Bill Maher and the Plot to Deceive AiG," February 7, 2007, answersingenesis.org/blogs/ken-
ham/2007/02/07/hbos-bill-maher-and-the-plot-to-deceive-aig/

2 Attempted Crashing of ‘Date Night' at the Creation Museum,” February 15, 2011, AnswersInGenesis.
org/articles/2011/02/15/crashing-date-night.






Atheism Is Religion
by Ken Ham & Bodie Hodge

Almost all atheists claim that their own worldview is not
a religion because (supposedly) there is no God. Many of
them would argue that they have a “nonbelief”

However, one of the definitions of religion in the Merriam-
Webster Dictionary is “a cause, principle, or system of
beliefs held to with ardor and faith”

Atheism certainly fits that definition, and many of its
adherents are quite zealous about their faith system.

Atheists have an active belief system with views concern-
ing origins (that the universe and life arose by natural
processes); no life after death; the existence of God; how to
behave while alive; and so much more. Honest atheists will
admit their worldview is a faith. Atheism is a religion!

One candid atheist wrote, “My attitude is not based on
science, but rather on faith . . .. The absence of a Creator,
the non-existence of God is my childhood faith, my adult
belief, unshakable and holy."*

The Religion of Atheism Is Growing

This secular (anti-God) religion of atheism is growing.
Atheism is all around us in various forms. It is prac-
ticed (and funded) by almost all government schools. In
essence atheism has become the religion of the state, and
it pervades the media, courts, museums, textbooks, the
internet, science journals, and influences many people
you encounter.
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About 90% of children from our church homes attend gov-
ernment schools. Your kids and grandkids have likely been
adversely influenced by this religion . .. and they may not
have even realized it.

Actually, there are no true atheists—just those who claim
to be. The all-knowing God of the Bible informs us that

he has made it evident to all people that he exists but that
unbelievers try to suppress that knowledge (Romans 1:18).

While atheism is a blind faith, its followers will still cry
out, “We are not part of a religion!” Why do they plead this?
First, if atheism were identified as a religion, atheists fear
that their views might get kicked out of public places, like
government-run schools. Second, these secularists will be
less likely to be able to deceive children into thinking that
their teachings (supposedly “neutral”) are not in conflict
with the religious beliefs of students.

Secular humanistic religions—like evolution, atheism, and
agnosticism—are part of the same belief system. These
worldviews have free reign with tax-supported dollars not
only in America but also in the United Kingdom, Australia,
Germany, and many other countries. It’s ironic that under
the rallying cry of “let’s keep religion out” of the public
arena, secularists have kicked Christianity out of the
classroom and have replaced it with another religion: the
religion of naturalism, which is atheism.

Testing the Claim

There is a simple way to test our claim that a worldview
is not “nonreligious.” If atheism really isn't religious, then
why do atheists strongly oppose religious claims? Their
approach is illogical!

Does the atheistic view of origins (big bang, millions of
years, and evolution—each involving supposed natural

10 - Is Atheism a Religion?



processes?) oppose the religious view of special creation
by God in six days? Yes. Therefore, secular views of origins
are religious.

Anyone who claims that they are not religious and then
makes judgments about religious topics (e.g., the deity of
Christ, the existence of God, the morality regarding adul-
tery, and the truthfulness of the Bible) has made a religious
statement. Though they may claim to be irreligious, they
reveal that they are indeed religious when they attempt to
refute another religious view.

Does atheism oppose the religious claim that God exists?
Again, yes. Thus, atheism is religious. Popular atheist John
Dunphy, writing for a secular magazine, admitted:

[ 'am convinced that the battle for humankind’s future
must be waged and won in the public school classroom
by teachers who correctly perceive their role as the
proselytizers of a new faith: a religion of humanity that
recognizes and respects the spark of what theologians call
divinity in every human being.

These teachers must embody the same selfless dedication
as the most rabid fundamentalist preachers, for they will
be ministers of another sort, utilizing a classroom instead
of a pulpit to convey humanist values in whatever subject
they teach, regardless of the educational level—preschool
day care or large state university.

The classroom must and will become an arena of conflict

between the old and the new—the rotting corpse of Chris-
tianity, together with all its adjacent evils and misery, and
the new faith of humanism.?

When it is financially beneficial or otherwise helpful to
their cause, atheists want to receive the benefits allowed
for groups that are widely seen as religious. For example,
atheist and other secular groups are eligible to receive tax
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benefits that other religious groups get. In addition, secular
and atheist chaplains function within the military. These
atheists want to have their cake and eat it too. The athe-

ist worldview is religious because its adherents behave in
religious ways.

The Battle Between Two Religions

Ultimately the battle is between two religions: God’s true
religion and man’s false religion.

Atheists believe they cease to exist when they die. Why
then do they even bother to oppose Christians and aggres-
sively work to impose their religion on the culture if all is
futile anyway?

The atheists’ battle against Christianity clearly illustrates
the spiritual struggle raging around us, pointed out by the
Apostle Paul:

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic
powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly places. (Ephesians 6:12)

The third and final volume of the World Religions and
Cults series of books by Answers in Genesis deals with
secular and atheistic religions. It's a powerful resource

for laypeople and Christian leaders as they engage in the
spiritual battle of our age. We encourage you to obtain this
powerful set.
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1 George Klein, The Atheist in the Holy City (Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press, 1990), p. 203.

2 None of these three (big bang, millions of years, or evolution) are observable or repeatable—so they
are not science!

3 John Dunphy, “A Religion for a New Age," The Humanist (January-February 1983), p. 23.
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Evolutionary Humanism:
The Bloodiest Religion Ever
by Bodie Hodge

Man’s Authority or God’s
Authority . . Two Religions

If God and his Word are not the authority, then by default
who is? Man is. When people reject God and his Word as

the ultimate authority, then man is attempting to elevate

his or her thoughts (collectively or individually) to a posi-
tion of authority over God and his Word.

Often people claim, “Christians are religious and the
enlightened unbelievers who reject God are not religious.”
Don't be deceived by such a statement. These nonbelievers
are indeed religious—very religious, whether they realize it
or not. For they have bought into the religion of humanism.

Humanism is the religion that elevates man above God.
Humanism, in a broad sense, encompasses any thought
or worldview that rejects God and the 66 books of his
Word in part or in whole; hence, all nonbiblical religions
have humanistic roots. Other belief systems mix aspects
of humanism with the Bible. Many of these religions (e.g,,
Mormonism, Islam, Judaism, etc.) openly borrow from the
Bible, but they also have mixed human elements into their
religion where they take some of man'’s ideas to supersede
many parts of the Bible, perhaps in subtle ways.*

There are many forms of humanism, but secular human-
ism has become one of the most popular today. Variant
forms of secular humanism include atheism, agnosticism,
nontheism, Darwinism, and the like. Each shares a belief in
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an evolutionary worldview with man as the central author-
ity over God.

Humanist organizations can receive a tax-exempt status
(the same as a Christian church in the United States and
the United Kingdom), and they even have religious docu-
ments like the Humanist Manifesto. Surprisingly, this
religion has free rein in state schools, museums, and media
under the guise of neutrality, seeking to fool people into
thinking it is not a “religion.”

Humanism and “Good”

Christians are often confronted with the claim that a
humanistic worldview will help society become “better.”
Even the first Humanist Manifesto, of which belief in
evolution is a subset, declared: “The goal of humanism is a
free and universal society in which people voluntarily and
intelligently cooperate for the common good.”

But can such a statement be true? For starters, what do the
authors mean by “good”? They have no legitimate founda-
tion for such a concept since one person’s “good” can be
another’s “evil” To have some objective standard (not a
relative standard), they must borrow from the absolute and

true teachings of God in the Bible.

Beyond that, does evolutionary humanism really teach a
future of prosperity and a common good? Since death is
the “hero” in an evolutionary framework, then it makes one
wonder. What has been the result of evolutionary thinking
in the past century (twentieth century)? Perhaps this could
be a test of what is to come.

Let’s first look at the death estimates due to aggressive
conflicts stemming from leaders with evolutionary world-
views, beginning in the 1900s, to see the hints of what this
“next level” looks like:
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Table 1: Estimated deaths as a result

of an evolutionary worldview

Who/What? Spec.l fic eventand Total estimates
estimated dead
Pre-Hitler WWT: 8,500,000%
Germany, Hitler, WWIIL: 70 million® 95,000,000
and the Nazis | [Holocaust: 17,000,000]°
Bolshevik Revolution
Lf;f:diﬁtfl;ey rf‘;rlld and Russian Civil 15,000,000
‘War: 15,000,0007
Joseph Stalin 20,000,0002 20,000,000
Median
= 9
Mao Zedong 14,000,000-20,000,000 estimate: 17,000,000
Korean War ~2,500,000%° ~2,500,000

Vietnam War

4,000,000-5,000,000
Vietnamese, 1,500,000~
2,000,000 Laotians
and Cambodians*

Median of each and
excluding French,
Australia, and U.S.

losses: 6,250,000

Pol Pot
(Saloth Sar)

750,000-1,700,000*

Median
estimate: 1,225,000

Abortion
of children®

China estimates
since 1971-2006:
300,000,000
USSR estimates
from 1954-1991:
280,000,000%

US estimates 1928-
2007: 26,000,000
France estimates
1936-2006: 5,749,731Y
United Kingdom
estimates 1958-2006:
6,090,738
Germany estimates
1968-2007: 3,699,624

621,500,000, which
excludes many
other countries

Total estimate

~778,000,000
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Charles Darwin’s view of molecules-to-man evolution was
catapulted into societies around the world in the mid-to-
late 1800s. Evolutionary teachings influenced Karl Marx,
Leon Trotsky, Adolf Hitler, Pol Pot, Mao Zedong, Joseph
Stalin, Vladimir Lenin, and many others. Let’s take a closer
look at some of these people and events and examine the
evolutionary influence and repercussions.

World Wars I and II, Hitler,
Nazis, and the Holocaust

Most historians would point to the assassination of Arch-
duke Francis Ferdinand on June 18, 1914, as the event that
triggered World War I. But tensions were already high,
considering the state of Europe at the time. Darwinian sen-
timent was brewing in Germany. Darwin once said:

At some future period, not very distant as measured by
centuries, the civilized races of man will almost certainly
exterminate and replace the savage races throughout the
world. At the same time the anthropomorphous apes.. ..
will no doubt be exterminated. The break between man
and his nearest allies will then be wider, for it will inter-
vene between man in a more civilized state, as we may
hope, even than the Caucasian, and some ape as low as a
baboon, instead of as now between the negro or Austra-
lian [Aborigine] and the gorilla.?®

Darwin viewed the “Caucasian” (white-skinned Europeans)
as the dominant “race” in his evolutionary worldview. To
many evolutionists at the time, mankind had evolved from
ape-like creatures that had more hair, dark skin, dark eyes,
etc. Therefore, more “evolved” meant less body hair, blond
hair, blue eyes, etc. Later in Hitler's era, Nazi Germany
practiced Lebensborn, which was a controversial program,
the details of which have not been entirely brought to light.
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Many claim it was a breeding program that tried to evolve
the “master race” further—more on this below.

But the German sentiment prior to WWI was bent on con-
quering for the purpose of expanding their territory and
their “race” An encyclopedia entry from 1936 states:

In discussions of the background of the war much has
been said of Pan-Germanism, which was the spirit of
national consciousness carried to the extreme limit. The
Pan-Germans, who included not only militarists, but
historians, scientists, educators and statesmen, conceived
the German people, no matter where they located, as
permanently retaining their nationality. The most ambi-
tious of this group believed that it was their mission of
Germans to extend their kultur (culture) over the world,
and to accomplish this by conquest if necessary. In this
connection the theory was advanced that the German
was a superior being, destined to dominate other peoples,
most of whom were thought of as decadent.”

Germany had been buying into Darwin’s model of evolu-
tion and saw themselves as the superior “race,” destined
to dominate the world, and their actions were the con-
sequence of their worldview. This view set the stage for
Hitler and the Nazi party and paved the road to WWIL

World War II dwarfed World War Iin the total number of
people who died. Racist evolutionary attitudes exploded in
Germany against people groups such as Jews, Poles, and
many others. Darwin’s teaching on evolution and human-
ism heavily influenced Adolf Hitler and the Nazis.

Hitler even tried to force the Protestant church in Germany
to change fundamental tenants because of his newfound
faith.?? In 1936 while Hitler was in power, an encyclopedia
entry on Hitler stated:

... a Hitler attempt to modify the Protestant faith failed.?®
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His actions clearly show that he did not hold to the basic
fundamentals taught in the 66 books of the Bible. Though
some of his writings suggest he did believe in some form
of God early on (due to his upbringing within Catholicism),
his religious views moved toward atheistic humanism with
his acceptance of evolution. Many atheists today try to
disavow him, but actions speak louder than words.

The Alpha History site (dedicated in part to the history
of Nazi Germany by providing documents, transcribed
speeches, and so on) says:

Contrary to popular opinion, Hitler himself was not an
atheist. ... Hitler drifted away from the church after
leaving home, and his religious views in adulthood are
in dispute.*

So this history site is not sure what his beliefs were, but
they seem to be certain that he was not an atheist! If they
are not sure what beliefs he held, how can they be certain
he was not an atheist??* The fact is that many people who
walk away from church become atheists (i.e., they were
never believers in the first place as 1 John 2:19 indicates).
Hitler’s actions were diametrically opposed to Christianity
but not atheism, where there is no God who sets what is
right and wrong.®

Regardless, this refutes notions that Hitler was a Christian
as some have falsely claimed. Hitler’s disbelief started
early. He said,

The present system of teaching in schools permits the
following absurdity: at 10 a.m. the pupils attend a lesson
in the catechism, at which the creation of the world is
presented to them in accordance with the teachings of
the Bible; and at 11 a.m. they attend a lesson in natural
science, at which they are taught the theory of evolution.
Yet the two doctrines are in complete contradiction. As a
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