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Introduction

DEEPENING
DIVISIONS

| he scene on my television astonished me.

During one episode of a popular primetime drama,
the “president” of the United States berated a woman portray-
ing a conservative talk show host. He had taken exception to her
views on homosexuality. My eyes widened as his anger rose.

“I like your show. I like how you call homosexuality an
abomination,” he said sarcastically.

“I don’t say homosexuality is an abomination, Mr. Presi-
dent,” she replied. “The Bible does.”

“Yes, it does!” he shouted. “Leviticus 18:22.” He was just
warming up. “I wanted to ask you a couple of questions while
I had you here. 'm interested in selling my youngest daughter

into slavery as sanctioned in Exodus 21:7. She’s a Georgetown
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sophomore, speaks fluent Italian, always cleared the table when it
was her turn. What would a good price for her be?”

Their eyes locked and he continued: “While thinking about
that, can I ask another? My chief of staff, Leo McGarry, insists
on working on the Sabbath. Exodus 35:2 clearly says he should
be put to death. Am I morally obligated to kill him myself or
is it okay to call the police?” The radio host shifted uncomfort-
ably. “Here’s one that’s really important, "cause we’ve got a lot of
sports fans in this town. Touching the skin of a dead pig makes
one unclean, Leviticus 11:7. If they promise to wear gloves, can
the Washington Redskins still play football? Can Notre Dame?
Can West Point?”

The scene ended with the host humiliated and the president
proudly defiant. He had taken a stand for an aggressively promot-
ed but biblically condemned lifestyle. His barrage of questions
had left his speechless opponent looking foolish. More than that,
it cleverly advanced an agenda that increasingly has me worried.

Far beyond a single scene on one television program, a much
more pervasive problem covers our land like a dark cloud. It
seems that everything you see these days, everything you read,
and everything you hear, is about the gay lifestyle.

This issue is dividing homes, churches, and an entire nation.
Families are devastated. Church denominations are being ripped
apart. Protestors rage at each other across picket lines. These divi-

sions cause untold grief.



I hope you are aware that what once was whispered in the
shadows now roars like a lion, as brazen and threatening as any-
thing our culture has ever seen. I do not speak of a skirmish or a
conflict or a disagreement here; I speak of a war. The proponents
of the gay lifestyle have declared war against our culture, and
they have an agenda. Charles Colson has said regarding the fight
over same-sex marriage, “The Mother of all battles in the culture.
Today people want personal autonomy and sexual freedom.”
We need to be aware of it and to be prepared to make a decision
regarding it.

The television program dialogue quoted above illustrates the
goal of this sophisticated agenda: the effort to gain not just toler-
ance, but acceptance, and even celebration, of the gay lifestyle.

I agonize over the culture war raging across our land. Shrill
and counter-productive voices on both sides of the divide de-
mand to be heard. And in the midst of all the shouting, liberal
causes have made great strides.

Gay marriages and same-sex ceremonies seem to have
bloomed suddenly across the length and breadth of the country
— but the forces preparing the ground have been at work for a
very long time.

John Shelby Spong, the infamous and happily radical Epis-
copal bishop, has long advocated gay rights. In his autobiogra-
phy, Here I Stand, Spong alludes to a scholar who mentored him

as a young seminary student at North Carolina. This scholar had
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postulated that the apostle Paul had been a repressed gay man;
hence, the reformed Pharisee’s railings against homosexuality!

Spong has no way of knowing, of course, that Paul was ho-
mosexual or not. Yet this fact doesn’t deter him in the least from
making the gross assertion. When you read his works, it quickly
becomes clear that he reached his conclusions, not through care-
ful biblical study, bur via his feelings and political leanings. No
doubt he feels genuine compassion for the ostracized of our soci-
ety. At least on that point, 'm there with him.

But we part company when he leaps to a radical re-think-
ing of traditional family and marriage. He demonstrates that the
goals of a few threaten the freedom of many in America today.

Unprecedented events occurring in our nation and shame-
ful episodes taking place in the courts and churches of our land
have caused me to speak out about the Gay Agenda. I speak out
of brokenness, bearing in mind the many families who have lost
precious ones to the gay life-

style. Only a person who has |

The goals of a few threaten
the freedom of many in
fail to be moved by the hor- America today.

no love in his heart would

rific stories of suffering and |
dying AIDS patients. Social

isolation and loneliness is another common aspect of this lifestyle
— and the unhappiness and misery of its deceived adherents

make me sick at heart.



It saddens me to see fathers and sons separated because of ho-
mosexuality. A young man “comes out” and the resulting years of
silence destroy what once was a vital relationship. I grieve when a
mother simply stops mentioning what’s happening in the life of
her lesbian daughter.

The divisions are deepening in our families.

Those pushing the Gay Agenda do not have the right to im-
pose their chosen lifestyle on the rest of society. If left unop-
posed, their efforts to mainstream the lifestyle will annihilate the
family as we know it.

I feel a great burden to issue a warning to proponents of tradi-
tional marriage: the Gay Agenda is dividing families. It is dividing
an entire nation. And it is beginning to win some major battles.

The courts are deluged with same-sex cases. Politicians stag-
ger all over the map, uncertain where to stand. Students, moved
by compassion and tolerance, are asking their parents just why
the gay lifestyle is incompatible with the concept of healthy, tra-
ditional families.

In the Christian community, the dividing lines feel especially
painful. The Gay Agenda is now making major advances into the
Church. According to USA Today, five of the major denomina-
tions in America are openly ordaining gay clergy and blessing
same-sex unions.

Recent episodes at the annual meeting of the Episcopal

Church have especially ignited this issue. When the Rev. V.
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Gene Robinson, an openly gay clergyman, was elected as bishop
of the Diocese of New Hampshire, both rejoicing and lamenta-
tion broke out in that denomination as never before.

In March 2004, a United Methodist Church court charged
an openly gay minister with violating the denomination’s Book of
Discipline, which states clearly that homosexuality is at odds with
the Bible. The jury acquitted her, claiming a lack of compelling
evidence!

The divisions are deepening among Christians.

Imagine the surprise (okay, outrage!) of a mom and dad in
North Carolina who recently saw an egregious example of what
passes for the education of their first-grade daughter. Michael
and Tonya Hartsell “couldn’t believe it” when they read about
Prince Bertie, a character in the book King ¢ King, who from a
group of eligible marriage partners chooses . . . Prince Lee! The
Hartsells complained, but received only a lukewarm response
from school officials, who said that the book had been on library
shelves for more than a year. “What might be inappropriate for
one family, in another family is a totally acceptable thing,” said
the school’s principal, Elizabeth Miars.

The divisions are deepening in our schools.

Parents, be warned: in our culture, moral relativism is king.
“Truth” is whatever one wishes it to be. As a result, your children
have become vulnerable to world views that can do them great

harm.



The strategy everywhere in our culture is to get you to see the
gay lifestyle or gay couples as no different from anyone else. The
agenda is also trying to desensitize you to their verbiage and their
lifestyle. In other words, If you get used to us, you will eventually
ignore us or accept us. The bombardment is working; a great deal
of the desired desensitization already has occurred. Meanwhile,
the gay lobby continues to sing its theme song of inclusiveness.

The Gay Agenda is finding a place throughout our schools,
textbooks, and media, straight into the hearts of children and
young people. Beware, administrators, teachers, students, and
parents! The gay lifestyle is being actively promoted in books,
by speakers, in seminar themes . . . in fact, it’s everywhere. And
struggling to figure it all out is that oldest of human institutions,
the family.

Make no mistake, two irreconcilable agendas are at war.

Where do you stand in this great divide?
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A MARRIAGE
OF TRUTH
AND LOVE

Chapter 1

| he German port city of Lubeck, like so many European

towns, boasts an exquisite beauty. The waters of the Baltic
Sea lap its shores, and in springtime flowers paint tree-lined bou-
levards. Young and old enjoy the cultural richness.

If you could transport yourself back to the 1930s, however,
you wouldn’t see such an idyllic Lubeck. Hitler’s national social-
ism had filled the city with ugliness, like vast fields of diseased
crops blighting the town. Nazi ideology affected all aspects of
life. Into this gloom walked Friedrich-Paul von Groszheim, a
young gay man.

In 1937, police arrested von Groszheim, along with 230 oth-
er men. A year later, he was arrested again. This time, torture pre-

ceded an ultimatum: life in a concentration camp, or castration.
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Staring at “life” in a camp, von Groszheim chose castration.
He survived the war and told his story only in 1992. He described
how an unknown number of homosexuals were arrested in Nazi
Germany, where laws enacted by Hitler’s courts condemned this
minority population to prison. Once released, they found post-

war conditions not much better:

The 1935 version of Paragraph 175 [from an ear-
lier part of the 1871 Criminal Code, now targeting
homosexuals] remained in effect in the Federal Re-
public [West Germany] until 1969, so that well after
liberation, homosexuals continued to fear arrest and

incarceration.!

In fact, homosexuals often have been singled out for persecu-
tion. Such harassment has come from many sources: the Nazis,
secular groups, even from within the Church. The 1998 beating
death of Matthew Shepard, a gay university student in Wyoming,
illustrates that such deadly hatred can rise up in our country just
as easily as it did in 1930s Germany. As Matthew’s mother, Judy,
outlined in a USA Today column, violence against gays has not

abated since her son’s death:

* Sakia Gunn, a teenage lesbian, was stabbed to death

in New Jersey in 2003.

e F.C. Martinez, another teenager (“transgender”),

was murdered in 2001.



* In Hayward, California, prosecutors are prepar-
ing a case against three young men who beat and
strangled another “transgender” teen, going so far
as to describe the crime as an execution. Eddie
Araujo, 17, was murdered in 2002 after having sex
with two of the accused killers. They became en-
raged over the apparent deception used by Araujo,
and confronted the youth one night. After being
choked, hit with a skillet, punched in the face, tied
up, and strangled, Araujo was buried in a shallow

grave near Lake Tahoe.?

Godless hatred of homosexuals does not always lead to mur-
der, of course. In Kansas, well-known pastor Fred Phelps, a
militant opponent of gays, Jews, blacks, and other minorities,
is a local celebrity. He travels the country, staging protests of
gays and lesbians. Phelps has gone so far as to erect an offensive
“monument” to Matthew Shepard, in a local Wyoming park.
And Phelps has his allies. Recently I opened my paper to see an
article about same-sex controversies. The story featured a pho-
tograph showing hate-filled protestors holding a sign that read,
“Homosexuals Are Possessed by Demons.”

This kind of loveless tactic does nothing positive. It only re-
inforces stereotypes of Christians as hateful bigots.

By now, I suppose you may be asking yourself, Why mention
these sorry episodes at the beginning of a book on the Gay Agenda? 1
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recount them because in our staunch opposition to sin, we must
take care never to cross the line into hatred of the sinner — and
as sinners ourselves, that’s often easier said than done.

And yet it must be said.

So, before we go any fur- |

. In our staunch opposition to sin,
ther, let’s remind ourselves PP
we must take care never to cross

of one clear and unalterable the line into hatred of the sinner.

fact: the Bible gives abso-
lutely 70 sanction to homo-
sexuality. None. Never does God approve of it. Never does He
endorse it. Never does He smile at it.

Nevertheless, God loves the Friedrich-Pauls and Matthew
Shepards of this world. He loves all of us, even though all of us

are broken and sinful.

INTO HOT WATER

I firmly believe it is possible to stand on God’s truth at the
same time that we love broken and sinful people. I believe there
is a way to practice that which God wants us to practice. I be-
lieve, in other words, that there is a way we can love the sinner
even as we oppose the sin.

Would you believe that such a conviction has gotten me into
hot water with a lot of angry folks? These days, I find myself in the
odd position of being attacked by both the right and the left.

On the left, secularists and liberals take exception to my clear

opposition to the gay lifestyle. They tend to ignore the assistance



that my church and I provide for gay individuals and their fami-
lies.

On the right, some interpret any ministry to those involved
in the gay lifestyle as “liberal” and “compromising.” But I never
apologize for our stance that practicing homosexuals can at-
tend our church; in fact, I pray that they will, because in time
I believe the Holy Spirit of God will convict them of their sin,
they will see the need to change, and God’s grace wi// transform
them.

I believe the gay issue really comes down to the nature of
truth and love. I don’t see how we can win without equally em-
bracing both. If we serve a Savior “full of grace and truth” (John
1:14), then how can we opt for one over the other? God does not
call us to speak the truth without love, but to speak the truth in
love (Eph. 4:15).

I maintain that the two must go hand in hand. But before
that can happen, we first have to understand what we’re talking

about.

WHAT IS LOVE?

If you could count the number of grains of sand on a beach,
you could count the number of definitions for love.

The entertainment industry presents “love” as adultery, lust,
and sexual perversion. A sports enthusiast “loves” a particular
athletic event or league. We “love” certain foods. And the defini-

tions continue.
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In a 2001 issue of Open Hands: Shaping an Inclusive Church,
the Rev. Chip Aldridge invited young people to “claim and
name” their sexual preference. Among the questions he asked:
“How can you really know if you're gay?” and “Can you still be
a Christian if you are queer?”

Aldridge, director of admissions at Wesley Theological Semi-
nary in Washington D.C., is an ordained United Methodist
minister. The theme of the Open Hands article is God’s love.
Aldridge claimed, “God loves us queer folk, too!”

So much for Aldridge’s view of what love is; the Bible has a
very different take on it. An often-overlooked passage from God’s

Word tells us exactly what true love is:

And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his

commands (2 John 6).

Jesus said the very same thing: “If you love me, you will obey
what I command. . . . Whoever has my commands and obeys
them, he is the one who loves me. . . . If anyone loves me, he will
obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come
to him and make our home with him. He who does not love me
will not obey my teaching” (John 14:15-24).

Both of these New Testament descriptions of “true love” line
up with the picture given in the Old Testament: “And now, O
Israel, what does the LorD your God ask of you but to fear the

Lorb your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the



Lorp your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to
observe the LorD’s commands and decrees that I am giving you
today for your own good?” (Deut. 10:12-13).

Make sure you don’t miss the amazing claim God makes in
that last passage. Why does God tell us what to do? Why does
He give us His instructions? He gives us His “commands and
decrees” for our own good. That’s what true love does; it wants
only the best for the beloved.

Do we need to recall what happens to people when they
don’t follow God’s commands? Did the Israelites know what
real love was when they started worshiping the golden calf in
the wilderness? Did young German men know what real love
was when they fell under the spell of Hitler and began slaugh-
tering defenseless men, women, and children? Do Hollywood
actors know what real love is when they live or promote a gay
lifestyle?

Because God loves us, He delights to walk into the lives of
young girls who have determined that they are of a lesbian life-
style. He loves to walk into the life of a young boy who deter-
mines that he is of a gay lifestyle. He loves to walk in when soci-
ologists say that homosexuality is normal and that the world and
the culture has accepted it. God loves to walk in and turn things
around. He loves to do what looks humanly impossible. He loves
to do what is best for us — and that includes directing us away

from a homosexual lifestyle.
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Do you know the main

reason why the gay commu- God loves to walk in and turn

. ine? It . things around. He loves to do
MLy 18 growings 1ts growing what looks humanly impossible.

because children and stu- |
dents want to be accepted
and /loved. All of us hunger for love. We want to feel valued. We
want to feel cherished. And I think God’s church has a lot of
room for improvement in this area. We have a lot to learn about
how to love those we may find unlovable.

What is love? I believe that to answer the question accurately,

we must tie it to another famous query, from Pilate to Jesus:

“What is truth?”

WHAT IS TRUTH?

Former Senator Bob Dole is known for his dry humor. When
he’s asked to comment on an issue, often he’ll answer with a la-
conic, “Whatever.” Now, I don’t think Dole is #hat uninterested;
he’s just trying to get a laugh. But such a whatever attitude well
describes the post-modern mindset of this country. And it’s dan-
gerous.

Postmodernism has been described as a room without walls,
floor, and ceiling. It has no boundaries, no limitations — any-
thing goes. Such a “whatever” mindset says, “You have your
truth, I have mine. You believe what you want to believe, I'll be-
lieve what I want to believe.” In other words, there is no absolute

truth. And that means that truth is up for grabs.



The Rev. Barbara Cawthorne Crafton, a liberal Episcopalian
pastor, says she is certain that the Bible is not the source of abso-
lute truth. Her 1996 sermon, “Can You Believe It?” is all about
the human inability to find truth. As odd as it may sound, she
says she is certain that truth is not certain.

Her sermon outlines several reasons why she believes we can-
not rely on God’s Word as an infallible record of real history and
real truth. Following this thinking to its logical conclusion, she

insists:

Whether you’re attempting to discern the spiritual
discipline appropriate for you or to discern your moral
judgment of a sexual act, you're not going to be able
to “follow the Bible” to the letter. Even people who
think they do, they don’t. It’s not going to provide you
with answers without your having to use your head.
And, since most of us respect our own judgment and
want to use it as best we can, this is just as well. To a
great degree, we are on our own in making ethical de-
cisions, in evaluating our histories, in comprehending
the meaning of them. We will not find easy-to-follow
recipes for our behavior in Scripture. Our primary tool

is our own intelligence.

Is this really how we are to determine the right path to fol-

low? A creed based on feelings or on limited human intellect?
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God forbid. I know that one day I might “feel like” following a
radically different course than I “feel like” another day.

No biblical Christian can accept a definition of truth that re-
lies on changing feelings or on the human ability to decide what
is right and wrong. The Bible tells us that God “does not change
like shifting shadows” (James 1:17) and that the Lord remains
forever the same; in fact, that is why we can trust that He will
never change his mind about saving us (Heb. 1:11; Mal. 3:6).
Because the words God speaks reflect His character, they also do
not change and will last forever (Isa. 40:8; 1 Pet. 1:25).

This explains why Jesus could say, “Do not think that I have
come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to
abolish them but to fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until heaven
and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of
a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything
is accomplished.” And that explains why He could add, most
appropriately for these difficult days, “Anyone who breaks one
of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the
same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever
practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the
kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:17-19).

As with every other aspect of life, if we follow scriptural
guidelines, we will follow the path of truth. We’ll know how to
treat others. We’'ll know what ethics are. We’'ll know what true

love is (and not what Britney Spears or Madonna tell us it is).



While many choose the gay lifestyle today because it “feels
right,” God has outlined very clearly how we are to view this

lifestyle:

Don’t you realize that this is not the way to
live? Unjust people who don’t care about God will
not be joining in his kingdom. Those who use and
abuse each other, use and abuse sex, use and abuse
the earth and everything in it, don’t qualify as citi-
zens in God’s kingdom. A number of you know from
experience what I'm talking about, for not so long
ago you were on that list. Since then, you’ve been
cleaned up, given a fresh start by Jesus, our Master,
our Messiah, and by our God present in us, the Spirit

(1 Cor. 6; MSQG).

Anyone who does not believe that the Bible is God’s Word
is like the person who tries to live in a room with no walls, floor,
or ceiling. Those who

embrace the gay lifestyle |

feel the dread and fear Those who embrace the gay lifestyle
feel the dread that comes from living
that comes from living without a moral anchor.

without a moral anchor. |
Floating about in space is
not the most secure place to be. For some, the gay lifestyle really

does seem like free-fall, and it terrifies them. Contrary to Ms.
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Cawthorne Crafton, 'm quite certain that I am not speaking
truth if I leave a gay person in such a terrifying position.

Of course, my critics on the left repeatedly tell me that I am
divisive because of my stance on homosexuality; they urge me to
“be more loving.” But I am completely unwilling to abandon the
truth. I am not willing to separate a sinner from his God, who can

save. This is in stark contrast to the Rev. Cawthorne Crafton:

What we do not have is certainty. Is there a way
I can know beyond doubt that my actions are in ac-
cordance with the will of God? Will I find respite from
the uncertainties of modern life in the pages of this
holy book? Can I fully understand what the truth is
and know beyond doubt that I am not in error? No.
All'T can do is try, knowing before I begin that my ef-
fort will be less than perfect. That I won’t get it all just
right. And being gentle enough on myself, and hum-
ble enough before others, to accept my limitations. I
can never be absolutely sure, but I still must try to
understand, because one of the things that makes me a

human being is trying to understand.’

How can we then be sure of anything? How can we know
what truth is?
Syndicated columnist Charles Krauthammer, writing in

Time, indicated that he understands where post-modern thought



— elastic truth — can take us. In a piece about same-sex unions,

he says:

In other words, if marriage is redefined to include
two men in love, on what possible principled grounds

can it be denied to three men in love?®

He poses a valid question. We can take it another step. What
could eventually prevent a person from marrying, say, an animal?
Or an inanimate object?

This is the logical progression for a society that no longer
understands what truth is. A generation ago, this was not only
unthinkable, it was “un-thinked” (if I can invent such a word!).

Don’t misunderstand; 'm not advocating a return to a
“Golden Age,” whatever that might have been. But I do know
that at one time, society knew what truth was. Some might not
have liked it, but they knew what it was. Now, however, we live
under an entirely different set of circumstances.

Our job as Christians is to point the way back to truth. And

to do it with love.

JOINING TRUTH AND LOVE

While the Gay Agenda strives to divide the family, to alter
and destroy it, at the heart of our ministry must flourish both love
and truth. Therefore, I will not stand at the door of our church
and bar a gay man from entering. I also will not let him grow

comfortable with a watered-down message from God’s Word.
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I once heard it put very well: “I am not showing love to a
homosexual if I stand by while he practices his chosen lifestyle.
In fact, the person who affirms and enables a person in the gay
lifestyle in reality hates him. Why? Because while it is easier to let
him continue in his sin, such a road leads only to destruction. It
is much better to confront in love.”

The son who returns home on a holiday and reveals to his
father that he has a gay lover drives a wedge between himself and
his parents. The clergyman who sermonizes that Paul afhirmed
homosexuality (the opposite of what he really taught) takes that
church in his hands and rips it apart. The gay lobbyists in Wash-
ington who plead for same-sex marriages tear in pieces the fabric
of our country.

If we have a genuine desire to heal these divisions, then we
should happily minister to gays and their allies in both truth and
love.

That’s why our church has a ministry called HOPE (“Heal
Our Pain, El Shaddai”). It was created by a couple in our church
to provide hope for those who have a family member in the ho-
mosexual or lesbian lifestyle — a devastating thing for the entire
family.

This support group meets weekly to allow its members to
encourage one another and pray for one another as they stagger
their way through this difficult challenge. It meets in a private

and non-threatening setting.



Our church also has provided venues of ministry for fami-
lies struggling with homosexuality. We have attempted to assist
those in the gay lifestyle as well as those who are affected by it.

Do you know why we’re doing this? We are neither condon-
ing the gay lifestyle, nor are we shunning those involved. We
strive to walk in obedience to God’s truth and act in His love.

We have helped, are
helping, and will con- |

With one hand we will hold up God's
truth and with the other hand we will
volved in the gay and hold up God's love for all people.

tinue to help people in-

lesbian lifestyle, as well |

as their families. We will

love them. With one hand we will hold up God’s truth and with
the other hand we will hold up God’s love for all people. Our
ministry is dedicated to closing up wounds, dismantling walls of
separation, and leading with love and truth.

God loves all people; this I do know. He offers His uncondi-
tional love to each one of us, regardless of our sinful choices, even
the sin of homosexuality. Still, although God unconditionally
loves us, that does not give us the right to disobey His commands and
live however we please.

With one hand, therefore, we grasp the truth of God, while
with the other we take hold of the love of God. When those
two are synthesized, the result ought to reveal the heart of every

Christian and every Church in America.
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THE HEART OF CHRIST

[ think the church in America is faced with the continual
question, “WWJD?” — What Would Jesus Do? All of us must
answer this critical question.

God’s Word, the Bible, makes plain what Jesus would do.
Jesus would hold in one hand His truth, and in the other hand,
His love. This is the heart of Jesus Christ. And it should be our
heart, as well.

Bob Stith, a Texas pastor, learned how to minister to gays as
he saw up close the misery unique to those trapped in a homo-

sexual lifestyle.

I've discovered that in ministry to homosexuals,
being is often more important than doing. I share bibli-
cal truths, but most say what helps the most is having
someone who simply loves them and will be there for

them when they struggle and when they fail.”

As we decide how to deal with this great cultural divide at the
beginning of the 21st century, it is vital that we maintain a bibli-
cal perspective. Dare to speak the truth! Dare to love! They’re

meant to go together.



