First printing: September 2008
Copyright © 2008 by David Shibley and Jonathan Shibley. All rights
reserved. No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner
whatsoever without written permission of the publisher, except in the
case of brief quotations in articles and reviews. For information write:
New Leaf Press, P.O. Box 726, Green Forest, AR 72638.
ISBN-13: 978-0-89221-678-9
ISBN-10: 0-89221-678-6
Library of Congress Catalog Number: 2008935705
Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture is from the New King James Version
of the Bible, copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Scripture quotations marked NIV are from the Holy Bible, New International Version, copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.
Scripture quotations marked NLT are from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright 1996, 2004. Used by permission of Tyndale
House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, Illinois 60189. All rights reserved.
Scripture quotations marked NASB are from the Holy Bible, New
American Standard Bible®, copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971,
1972,1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by
permission.
Cover and interior design by Diana Bogardus and Rebekah Krall
Printed in the United States of America
Please visit our website for other great titles:
www.newleafpress.net
For information regarding author interviews, please contact the
publicity department at (870) 438-5288.

Marketplace Memos.indd 4

9/18/08 5:17:04 PM

Contents
		 Introduction....................................................................... 7

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Part I
TRUE RICHES
Thinking Biblically about Money and Wealth
Giving Living.................................................................... 12
Money: Trap or Tool?........................................................ 16
Money Musings................................................................ 19
Possessions........................................................................ 23
Rich Advice....................................................................... 27
Rich and Empty................................................................ 31
The Covenant Cycle.......................................................... 34
The Money Test................................................................ 38
Why Do the Ungodly Prosper?......................................... 41

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Part II
KINGDOM BUSINESS
Your Marketplace Ministry
Big Business...................................................................... 46
Business by Revelation...................................................... 50
Favor................................................................................. 54
Focus and Follow-through................................................ 58
Globalization.................................................................... 62
Great Commission Commerce.......................................... 66
Healthy Partnerships......................................................... 70

Marketplace Memos.indd 5

9/18/08 5:17:04 PM

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

Hidden Heroes................................................................. 74
History Lesson.................................................................. 78
Prayer and the Workplace................................................. 82
Prospering from Problems................................................. 86
Right Thinking................................................................. 89
Righteous Risk-taking....................................................... 93
Seeds................................................................................. 97
Strong Relationships....................................................... 101
The Fight of Your Life..................................................... 105
The Ultimate Partnership................................................ 109
The Weight of Words...................................................... 113
The Worth of Your Word................................................ 117
Thriving under Threat..................................................... 120
Dealing with Disaster...................................................... 124
Our Work as Worship..................................................... 128
Your Competitive Advantage........................................... 132
Your Marketplace Mission............................................... 136

34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

Part III
LEAVING A LEGACY
For Christ, His Commission, and His Kingdom
A Multigenerational Mindset.......................................... 142
Bottom-line Passion........................................................ 146
Integrity.......................................................................... 150
Your Greatest Asset......................................................... 154
Your Unique Contribution.............................................. 158
Leave a Legacy................................................................ 162

		 Endnotes......................................................................... 167

Marketplace Memos.indd 6

9/18/08 5:17:05 PM

Part I

TRUE RICHES
Thinking Biblically about
Money and Wealth
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1

Giving Living

Y

ears ago, a disgruntled man stormed up to Bob Pierce, founder of World Vision and Samaritan’s Purse, after he heard Dr.
Pierce preach. The angry man snarled, “I guess all there is to
this Christianity is give, give, give.” Reflecting later on that encounter Dr. Pierce chuckled, “It just goes to show that even with the
wrong spirit a man can get some revelation and truth!”1
The often-quoted maxim — “You make a living by what you
get, but you make a life by what you give” — is true. Here are
seven practical benefits of giving for God’s Kingdom purposes and
the fulfilling of the Great Commission.
Your gift goes where you may never go. Your gift is an extension of yourself. You receive money in exchange for your investment of time and life. So when you give for Kingdom purposes, in
a real sense you’re giving a part of yourself. Your gift says you want
your life to count for what is eternal. Americans are generous, and
Christians in America are especially so. There are many legitimate
causes, but I don’t know anywhere givers can get more done for the
dollar than in giving to world missions.
Giving living loosens the grip of materialism. I noticed a
bumper sticker on the back of a sports car that read, “The man
who dies with the most toys . . . wins.” But Jesus taught that the
man who dies with the most “toys” is a short-sighted fool.2 It’s time
for us to stop loving cars and clothes and start loving countries! If
God so loved the world that He gave His Son, we need to so love
the world that we invest in being sure everyone everywhere hears
12
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about His Son. I’ve driven through the poverty-drenched streets
of Kolkata and the wealth-lined avenues of Beverly Hills. In both
environments I saw desperate people. Jesus wasn’t kidding when
He warned, “Beware of covetousness because one’s life does not consist
in the abundance of things he possesses.” 3 God calls us to embrace
biblical prosperity while rejecting materialism. We can do both;
we must do both.
You experience the eternal principle of sowing and reaping. Some churches in Africa practice a unique form of church
discipline. If a professing Christian is living in sin, he is allowed
to come to church, but he is not allowed to give! When the offering plate comes to him, the usher places his hand over the plate
and prevents him from giving. It is a powerful statement that the
blessing of God is literally being prevented from coming to the unrepentant man’s life. It’s an eternal law woven into the very fabric
of the universe. Farmers call it the law of sowing and reaping. Scientists refer to it as cause and effect. It’s reinforced throughout the
Scriptures. The pattern is clear: you must sow in order to reap.
You lay up treasures in heaven. Jesus
taught, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures
on earth . . . but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven . . . for where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.” 4 A businessman once approached me and said, “I need
more of a heart for missions. What should
I do?” I replied, “Write out a $2,500 check
God calls us to
for missions and sow it to the harvest, and I
embrace biblical
promise you, you’ll have more of a heart for
prosperity
missions.”
while rejecting
It just works that way. Where your treamaterialism.
sure is (present tense), there your heart will
be (future tense). Although “you can’t take
it with you,” you can send it on ahead! This
very day you can lay up treasures in heaven.
God will supply your every need. Are you ready for a jolt?
Philippians 4:19 is not a promise for every Christian! It’s a great
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verse: “My God shall supply all your need according to His riches in
glory by Christ Jesus.” But it is not a carte blanche to be claimed at
will by anybody. No, this promise is given exclusively to those who
invest in advancing the gospel.
Read the context. Paul told the Philippians they were the only
church that had invested to send him on his first missionary journey. As a result of their gift to launch Paul to the nations, he promised that God would supply their every need. Yes, you can claim
Philippians 4:19 if you give for the advance of the gospel.
You experience the joy of making a difference in the world.
I make no apologies for challenging American Christians to tear
loose from some of their money and give it to advance Kingdom
causes worldwide. Jesus taught, “To whom much is given, from him
much will be required.” 5 With blessing comes accountability. There
is a longing inside every true Christ-follower to make a difference
for Him. We do not bear sole responsibility for world evangelization, but because of our affluence and influence, we do bear
heightened responsibility.
You experience the significance of participating in God’s
global purposes. A businessman thanked me for the opportunity to give to Global Advance. He tearfully said, “You give me
purpose.” For this man, building his company is not the bottom
line. He goes beyond the bottom line to build Christ’s Kingdom
through building his company.
You move past mere success to true significance by aligning
your life with God’s primary purpose. God’s primary purpose is
to see His Son known, loved, and worshiped by redeemed people
from every tribe and nation. And you are part of that plan. Live
to give.
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Remember: “Give and it will be given to you: good
measure, pressed down, shaken together,
and running over will be put into your
bosom. For with the same measure that
you use, it will be measured back to you”
(Luke 6:38).
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Reflect:

“What do your offerings say about
your heart levels of gratitude and love
for God? What does your spending say
about what’s truly important on this
earth?” — Robert Morris6

Pray:

That God will make you a joyful giver
to His Kingdom causes.

Act:

Where is the Holy Spirit directing you
to invest for Christ’s Kingdom today?

9/18/08 5:17:24 PM

2

Money: Trap or Tool?

M

oney is one of the greatest tools on earth. It gives options. It
gets things accomplished. Money is trapped energy in folded
form. It has the power to do enormous good in the lives of
others. When rightly managed, it can help a household run smoothly and a business operate well. Money, when used as a tool for blessing, can add dignity, value, and opportunities to people’s lives. When
misused, money can have devastating effects. The Bible says the love
of money is the root cause of all kinds of evil practices.1 At the heart
of the drug industry is money. The root of the porn business is money. Prostitution, gambling, you name it — it’s about money.
As Christians, the money God entrusts to us is intended to be
used as a tool to glorify Him. But if money is a tool, then why do
some have so much more than others?
It’s important to understand our primary calling in life. Once
we know what lane to drive in, we need to stay in our lane. Not
all of us are called to be CEOs or high-level managers. Some are
called to lead from the middle of the pack, or even from the lower
rung. It really doesn’t matter our occupational position as long as
God’s call on our lives is our
Our checkbooks are not primary focus. When we’re
tuned in to His purposes bejust a record of our
ing accomplished through us,
financial transactions; it directly affects our vocathey are a diary of our tion, relationships, and time
management.
priorities.
16
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God has already promised to meet our every need.2 He promises to more than take care of us in the way of food, shelter, clothes,
and emotional needs. None of us should want in any of those areas.3
But He wants to bless us far beyond the basic provisions of life.
When looking at things strictly from a financial perspective, it may
be that the level of financial blessings in our lives is directly linked
to our specific callings. Not everyone needs millions of dollars to
accomplish God’s will and plans for his life. Some people will need
millions and some will require billions to carry out God’s assignment for them. We need to mature to the point of understanding
that money is simply a tool. It is not a measuring stick of success,
significance, or personal worth. There are those who teach that
wealth is a sign of God’s blessing and therefore (in their minds) a
part of godliness. But in fact, Scripture warns us to withdraw from
those who equate gain with godliness.4 Some of the most Christhonoring, productive people in the Kingdom of God are “poor” by
the world’s standards.5 In eternity they will have a great reward. If
you have been given much in the realm of finances, accept it with
humility, responsibility, stewardship, generosity, and a sobering realization that it all came from God.6 Also, it can all take wings and
fly away.7 If you find yourself with modest financial provision, you
should thank God and seek to be a great steward of what you have.
If you find yourself in need of money, you need to go back to the
basics and claim the promises of God.
Jesus was specific about where our treasure should be. He
taught, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth.” Then He
told us why — because they have a short shelf life. Concerning
earthly treasures, “moth and rust destroy and . . . thieves break in and
steal.” Instead, Jesus said to “lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break
in and steal.”
Then He went on to give this extremely important life principle: “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 8 His
point is clear: If you need a change of heart, you need to redirect
your assets. Put your money where your heart ought to be. You see,
our checkbooks are not just a record of our financial transactions;

Marketplace Memos.indd 17

9/18/08 5:17:26 PM

18

Marketplace Memos

they are a diary of our priorities. As God gives you clear vision
and direction for your life and business, the amount of money
necessary for the task will become clearer. If you need more tools
for the task, ask for them. God is a giver. And ask for wisdom and
guidance to be an honorable steward of what you already have.
As we prove ourselves faithful stewards, we will be entrusted with
more tools!

Remember: “For the love of money is a root of all kinds
of evil” (1 Timothy 6:10).
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Reflect:

“When Jesus is your Master, money serves
you, but if money is your master, you become its slave.” — Rick Warren9

Pray:

For God to give you clarity regarding
your calling and show you how to better
use money as a tool to accomplish His
purposes.

Act:

Your money is a tool to be used for God’s
glory. Use this tool today to glorify God,
meet human needs, and help fulfill your
calling.
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