


And she brought forth her 
firstborn Son, and wrapped 
Him in swaddling cloths, 
and laid Him in a man-
ger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn.

— Luke 2:7
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Why did Christ come 
in such a humble and 
lowly way? After a super-
natural conception, Christ was 
born through natural means. 
He was carried in the womb 
and was born as a helpless, 
vulnerable, powerless, and de-
pendent newborn (of course, 
God supervised everything so 
He was never at risk). He didn’t 
come to earth as a conquering 
angel or a mighty emperor. His 
parents were poor and probably 
had little livestock of their own 
(Luke 2:24; Leviticus 12:8), 
not to mention they were from 
Nazareth, an area not held in 
high regard, even Nathanael 

said, “Can anything good come 
out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46).

It’s difficult to think of some-
thing more humble, vulnerable, 
and lowly than a newborn. God 
could have entered into this 
world as the Angel of the Lord, 
but He chose a much more 
humble way. Christ’s incarna-
tion was a reflection of God’s 
character and heart. He was the 
utmost example to us of how to 
approach and present ourselves 
before the Father (Luke 18:17).

Proverbs 29:23 tells us that “the 
humble in spirit will retain hon-
or.” We know that Christ was 
the most humble of all who have 
lived on earth, even though He 

was and is also God, but for our 
sake He humbled Himself. And 
because of His humble state, He 
was given the highest honor:

. . . who, although He existed in 
the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied Himself, 
taking the form of a bond-ser-
vant, and being made in the 
likeness of men. Being found in 
appearance as a man, He hum-
bled Himself by becoming obe-
dient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross. For this reason 
also, God highly exalted Him, 
and bestowed on Him the name 
which is above every name (Phi-
lippians 2:6–9; NASB).

According to Isaiah 57:15, God 
dwells “with the contrite and 
lowly of spirit in order to revive 
the spirit of the lowly and to re-

Nativity scene on the 2001 Christ-
kindlmarket in downtown Chicago. 
Christkindlmarket is a Christmas 
market held annually at Daley 
Plaza in Chicago, Illinois, United 
States. The festival is part of the 
Magnificent Mile Lights Festival and 
attracts more than 1 million visitors 
each year.
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...I dwell in the high and holy place, With him who has 

a contrite and humble spirit, To revive the spirit of the 

humble,And to revive the heart of the contrite ones.
—Isaiah 57:15

vive the heart of the contrite” 
(NASB). God desires to lift us 
up from our lowly position, 
even if we suffer from a broken 
heart or a crushed spirit. 

Christ’s lowly condition should 
always remind us how we are 
supposed to approach the Fa-
ther. God also uses the weak 
to shame the strong (1 Corin-
thians 1:26–29). God came in 
weakness so He could shame 
those who were looking for a 
strong political leader and were 
blind to their spiritual needs.

Such thoughts are but an in-
troduction to what hope to 
have in this book. We hope to 
get into the meaning of Christ-
mas, the origin of Christmas, 
misconceptions surrounding 
Christmas, and other aspects 
(including some of the debate 

surrounding Christmas) that 
you may not have heard of. Our 
hope is that you grow in your 
spiritual life by learning about 
this popular holiday with your 
Bible in hand as you examine 
the popular topics surrounding 
Christmas. 

The Church of the Nativity, 
in Bethlehem. The door was 
reduced in size as a defense 
against hostile forces.
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CHaPTer 2CHaPTer 2

Christmas is actually a combi-
nation of Christ and mas. Some 
Christians do not like the name 
because they equate the suffi  x 
“mas” with “Mass.” Howev-
er, this is not correct because 
“mas” actually means “cele-
bration.” Th erefore, Christmas 
simply means a “Christ Cele-
bration;” we celebrate the birth 
of our Lord and Savior. 

Can We Celebrate it? 
Some don’t even like the name 
“Christmas” — namely those 
who do not profess a belief 
in the biblical God. Some non-
believers are “off ended” by the 
“religious” name. Th is is prob-
ably because the mention of 
the name “Christ” brings about 
conviction. But it is a Chris-
tian holiday that even non-

Christians oft en celebrate, 
without warrant. Th ey oft en 
want the holiday, but they don’t 
want the reason for the holiday. 

Th is is common with other 
Christian holidays and special 
days. For example, a weekend 
is a Christian thing. God cre-
ated in six days (Genesis 1; 
Exodus 20:11) and rested on 
the seventh as a pattern for us. 
Hence, the seventh day or Sab-
bath day was to be a day of rest. 
When Christ resurrected on the 
fi rst day of the week, the early 
church met on that day called 
the Lord’s Day (e.g., John 20:1, 

19; Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 
16:2; Revelation 1:10). So the 
Christian concept of a weekend 
was born — having Saturdays 
and Sundays as special days. 
In an atheistic worldview, why 
have days off  for rest and refl ec-
tion of the Lord’s Resurrection? 

Also, some non-Christians do 
what they can around Christ-
mas to demote Christmas by 
refusing to say the common 
greeting “Merry Christmas” or 
“Happy Christmas” and replace 
it with “Happy Holidays.” Lit-
tle do they realize that holidays 
means holy days. A day cannot 
be holy unless a Holy God exists 
and makes things holy. Perhaps 
when someone says “Happy 
Holidays,” an interesting reply 
would be to ask: “To which holy 
days from God do you refer?”

Bodie Hodge10
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When Did Christmas Be-
gin? This may be hard to be-
lieve, but when Christ was born, 
there was a celebration and God 
made sure of it. Is this wrong? 
Angels celebrated this event 
perhaps like no other in history 
(Hebrews 1:6; Luke 2:11–14). 
People also came to worship 
Christ and praise God for this 
event (Matthew 2:2; Luke 2:20). 

So although there was celebra-
tion of Christ’s birth when He 
became a man and stepped into 
history born of a virgin, it was 
likely some time later that Chris-
tians began re-celebrating His 
birth. Early church father Sex-
tus Julius Africanus mentioned 
December 25 in Chronographiai 
in about A.D. 221. So Christians 
were surely celebrating this date 
by around this time.

According to famed chronolo-
gist Archbishop Ussher, Christ 
was born around 4 B.C. What 
day was Jesus born? We don’t 
know, nor does Scripture reveal 
this date. So the date selected as 
Christmas (December 25 by the 
Gregorian calendar) was prob-
ably not the date Jesus was born 
(see chapter 5 for more). The is-
sue, though, isn’t about the ac-
tual date but about taking time 
to remember Christ’s entrance 
into the world.

Should We Celebrate 
Christmas? Some people 
have even suggested to me 
that Christmas was evil and we 
should not partake in it. The Bi-
ble says: The earth is the Lord’s, 
and all its fullness, The world 
and those who dwell therein.

(Psalm 24:1; NIV). So, if we 
give thanks and honor God in 
what we do (Ephesians 5:15–
21), then how can it be evil?

Some have suggested that the 
day Christmas is celebrated was 
born out of a Roman pagan hol-
iday (but it wasn’t; see chapter 
4 for more details). Then I re-
mind them that we should hon-
or and celebrate God on every 
day of the year. Why should we, 
as Christians, refuse to cele-
brate God on this day? We can 
serve God on any day and at 
any time. In fact the Bible en-
courages this: I will praise you, 
Lord my God, with all my heart; 
I will glorify your name forever 
more (Psalm 86:12). “Forever 
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more” includes the day we cel-
ebrate Christmas. 

Some have reminded me of the 
decorated trees in Jeremiah 
10:1–6. Explain that it wasn’t 
the tree that was sin but the 
hearts of those who used them 
to honor false gods. If they had 
done it to honor God then the 
outcome would have been dif-
ferent. If someone honors God 
with a decorated tree (as op-
posed to false gods) then how 
can it be sinful? 

Some have said to me that 
Christ never told people to 
honor His birth with a holiday. 
I remind them that Christ nev-
er forbade it, either. There is no 
reason to forbid anyone from 
honoring God on this day by 
remembering Jesus’ birth. For 
those honoring God in a special 

way this holiday season, please 
remember that:

•	 Christmas should be a time 
when we remember that 
Jesus came to earth to save 
us from Adam’s sin, when 
we recall that God became 
lower than the angels to be 
born, live, suffer, and die 
for us. 

•	 Christmas should be a time 
for us to remember that we 
as Christians have an obli-
gation to leave the comforts 
of our everyday life to help 
those less fortunate, just as 
Jesus did for all of us. 

It is a time for us to answer the 
questions that non-Christians 
are asking when they come to 
church this holiday season. It is 
a time for us to explain to peo-
ple who don’t know God the 

bad news in Genesis as well as 
the good news in the Gospels 
so that they, too, may enjoy the 
free gift of salvation in Jesus 
Christ. Also, God did not for-
bid the celebration of this event 
by the angels or by men, so it 
may not be wise to forbid oth-
ers who want to worship Christ 
on this event. 

Paul, in Colossians 2:16–17, 
says: So let no one judge you 
in food or in drink, or regard-
ing a festival or a new moon or 
sabbaths, which are a shadow 
of things to come, but the sub-
stance is of Christ.

If one wishes to celebrate Christ-
mas, arguably the most popu-
lar Christian festival in history, 
then no one should judge you 
for it. Sadly though, some do 
and without biblical warrant. 

I will praise You, O Lord my God, with all my heart,

And I will glorify Your name forevermore.

—Psalm 86:12
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It is unfortunate that many 
have forgotten what Christmas 
is really about. We agree that 
many of the Christian holidays 
we celebrate seem to have their 
original intent mu�  ed, even by 
many Christians. Unfortunately, 
the elements of this celebration 
have been watered down and, 
at times, forgotten. � ey have 
become secularized (e.g., Santa 
Claus, elves, etc.) 

However, it is time Christians 
take back Christmas in the 
name of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, for everything 
belongs to the Lord (Psalm 
24:1; 1 Corinthians 10:26).

It would be wrong to con-
demn someone for celebrating 
Christmas or Easter (Resurrec-
tion Sunday). � e “substance,” 
the reasons for these holidays, 

should come from Christ be-
cause they belong to Christ. 
� e reason we celebrate these 
holidays is to remember Christ. 
However, if someone is fully 
convinced in their mind that 
they should not celebrate these 
holidays, that is � ne as well 
(Romans 14:5) and they should 
not be criticized either.

Why not take the distorted pa-
gan elements of Christmas and 
change them to biblical ele-
ments to honor Christ? Many 
question the Christmas tree 
and say that it represents the 
Asherah poles mentioned in 

the OT. However, these poles 
are where false gods were wor-
shiped, in honor of their false 
gods. However, Christians do 
not worship the Christmas tree 
or false gods. Let’s give Chris-
tian meanings to all of these 
elements especially since ev-
erything is the Lord’s: � e earth 
is the LORD’S, and all its fullness, 
� e world and those who dwell 
therein (Psalm 24:1).

When we look at a Christmas 
tree let’s remember that it was 
promised that salvation would 
spring up from the root of Jesse 
(Isaiah 11:10). � e Christmas 
tree can be a symbol of Christ 
coming into the world and 
bringing of the kingdom of God 
(e.g., Revelation 1:6). � e tree, 
o� en an evergreen tree, is used 
as the Christmas tree in many 

CHAPTER 3

should come from Christ be-

CHAPTER 3
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