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INTRODUCTION
TERRY JAMES

he greatest of all prophets looked from the mountainside across the

Kidron Valley to Mount Moriah. His gaze was unlike that ever cast
upon the topography, taking in a prophetic vista unprecedented in
breadth and scope.

As He compassionately breathed in the essence of His beloved Jeru-
salem, God, Himself, pronounced with 100 percent clarity and accu-
racy the final throes of human history that would precede His Second
Coming. He answered His disciples’ question about what will mark the
end of the age: “And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that
no man deceive you. For many shall come in my name, saying, I am
Christ; and shall deceive many” (Matthew 24:4-5).!

It was the first recorded prophecy Jesus Christ uttered in what is
known as the Olivet Discourse. His declaration echoes in cavernous
reverberation through the corridors of past ages to our own time. Decep-
tion is the order of the day within the 21st-century world.

The deceivers are among us. They, in fact, rule this fallen planet while
the wind-up of human history runs its inevitable course. Never have
there been prophetic topics more worthy of dissection and analysis than
those encapsulated within this book's title.

Authors who agreed to do that dissection and analysis for this volume
are far more than merely excellent writers. Each is a widely recognized
expert in publishing and broadcasting Bible prophecy. More importantly,
each puts the soul-saving gospel message that Jesus Christ is the only way

T
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to heaven at the heart of their ministries. Even beyond those credentials
they share, each has been granted by the God they serve the dual gifts
of spiritual discernment and prophetic insight into the issues and events
that flood our daily headlines.

I am most gratified and humbled that they have agreed to take on
their various assignments in presenting these chapters. Each one, I ear-
nestly believe, is written with Holy Spirit influence and guidance. Our
collective prayer is that you, the reader, will take from the book the
things our Lord wants you to discern while life moves forward into the
troubling although exciting times just ahead.

In Deceivers: Exposing Evil Seducers ¢ Their Last-Days Deception, we
have attempted to examine the many facets of today’s rapidly degenerat-
ing culture — i.e., each chapter looks at a specific, corruptive aspect of
life on the planet and in the nation through the prophetic, revealing lens
and light of God’s Word, the Bible.

We believe that stage-setting for Christ's Olivet prophecy about
deceivers and deception is on the front burner of life today. It is alto-
gether fitting, therefore, to assess this particular end-times signal in ascer-
taining where we might stand on God’s prophetic timeline.

End-of-the-age deception has at its black heart increasingly virulent
intrusion by the spirit world. This invasion is predicted in the Apostle
Paul’s prophecy: “But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse,
deceiving, and being deceived” (2 Timothy 3:13).

Satan, the ultimately evil one, works through human agencies —
human beings — to accomplish his nefarious desires. His objective is
summed up in one brief and powerful statement of warning by the Apos-
tle Peter: “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8).

So, what do we observe today that shows the devil’s use of human
agencies to accomplish his intended destruction? His handiwork of
seduction and deception is readily manifest in most every area of life at
this present hour.

Religious Deception

One of the most blatant displays of Lucifer’s deluding assaults is in the
arena of theology. While false religions and false belief systems of all sorts
are prevalent today, the most troubling such evil comes from within the
body of believers. It is, I think, the Laodicean church in the making,.
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The development of this end-of-the-age church warned about by John
in the Revelation exploded on the contemporary scene, 'm convinced,
with the Purpose-Driven movement. Its most manifest lie was penned by
its key architect, in my view. That lie declared that Bible prophecy isn't
relevant and should be disregarded.

According to the author of the movement, like the obstinate mem-
bers of Christ’s body who are opposed to this Starbucks entertainment
methodology for seeking out sinners in a “friendly” way, Bible prophecy
is a “pillar” of the outmoded way of doing things that should be removed.
It just “holds things up” — i.e., Bible prophecy gets in the way of build-
ing the mega churches because the subject of Christ’s coming again is a
downer. It reeks of coming judgment, and we can’t have that if we intend
to lure the world into the plush sanctuaries of the Laodicean edifices.

Clergy of this so-called enlightened way of “doing” Christianity read-
ily agree for the most part with the present Catholic pontiff on two key
tenets of this new faith — which, in actuality, is an ancient evil that is
again in vogue: (1) there are many ways to God; and (2) today’s Israel is
not the Israel of the Bible, it is an imposter and it is an occupier of land
that belongs to the Palestinians. Besides, the Church has now been given
the right to claim all promises given originally to the Jews. They forfeited
their rights when they rejected Christ and crucified Him.

The lie is monumental, and people are falling for it by the billions.
It is at the heart of the great deception that will bring to fulfillment the
prophecy made by the Lord while He sat atop the Mount of Olives: “For
then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the
world to this time, no, nor ever shall be” (Matthew 24:21).

Societal Seduction

We in America, I realize, are often accused of viewing everything from
our perspective only. We think only — the accusation goes — of how
America is affected in any given crisis or other situation. This is no doubt
a well-founded indictment in many cases. However, in the matter of
consideration of how society and culture have come to the low point
currently experienced, there is, in my estimation, no better thermometer
with which to measure decline than this once-great nation.

“Make America Great Again” is a familiar slogan. We heard it over
and over again during the 2016 presidential campaign. We continue to
hear it on an almost daily basis.
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In my opinion, this was indeed once a great nation. But it was not
made so because we were a people especially disposed to comport our-
selves in saintly ways. America was a great nation because God, Himself,
set it upon a solid foundation of biblical construction. He did so through
inspiring the Founding Fathers, in presenting this phenomenal experi-
ment in liberty, to employ Judeo-Christian precepts.

I say all that to say that because the United States was so founded, thus
it could be considered a once-great nation, and we can legitimately use
America to gauge how precipitously has been the fall into evil spawned
by satanic engineering.

Following World War II, America seemed to reach its zenith —
although, like any human entity or endeavor, it was far from perfect.
The nation certainly far surpassed any in history as far as technological
achievement. It also was a church-going, praying, family-togetherness
country that held to biblically oriented principles for the most part.

Everything seemed to change when a certain point was reached. I believe
that point was when the higher education system — the university — was
sufficiently infiltrated by anti-God, anti-Christian thought. It was a process
that began much earlier — in the late 19th century and even before.

By the time of the presidential election of 1960, America had turned
the corner and headed into the free-thinking, philosophical stratosphere
of academia. No moral absolutes, values clarification, situational ethics,
and the inculcation of evolution as a guiding scientific rationale for living
replaced biblical morality. Man, the thinkers of the neo age of enlighten-
ment held, was no longer bound by the chains to a God who, at best, was
no more than existential in His interest in the human race.

It was indeed a New Frontier, and the youth, in particular, threw
off the shackles, aided and abetted by news and entertainment media.
The university scene nurtured the new-found freedom, and the God of
heaven became increasingly irrelevant.

The deception had set in, and the deceivers soon were in every
direction one looked. Society and culture moved firmly into the grip of
New-Age, “Aquarian” thought, feminism, and the new morality of the
“if it feels good, do it” philosophical mantra. America did a nosedive
into immorality, despite everything on the surface looking as if the New
Frontier of John E Kennedy would be the pathway to Utopia.

November 22, 1963, ended the euphoria, but the break from the

bonds of Judeo-Christian morality was complete. Just as many within
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America cut God loose, it seemed that the Almighty removed to a degree
His protective, guiding hand. The president was assassinated, and at later
dates, so were Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert E. Kennedy. While
the youth in Berkeley and other places turned into flower children and/
or departed in other ways from formerly moral precepts, Lyndon John-
son’s Great Society and War on Poverty began the process of bankrupting
America while creating a welfare class that has grown more and more
addicted to largess issued from U.S. taxpayers. More than $22 trillion
has been spent on welfare since Johnson’s War on Poverty began. The
national debt continues to grow exponentially minute by minute.

Vietnam took more than 50,000 American lives, and wars and
rumors of war have grown in ominous reminder of Jesus Christ’s proph-
ecy as part of the Olivet Discourse.

Satan, the grand deceiver, continues to mesmerize much of the Amer-
ican populace. We have watched people — particularly the youth — of
America become convinced by Lucifer’s minions that marriage between
man and man or woman and woman is the same as marriage between man
and woman.

Now you can be whatever gender you wish to be, no matter what
your birth certificate says about your sex. Good is called evil and evil
good. The reprobate mind of Romans chapter 1 is now the norm more
than the aberration.

Satanic rage against anyone who opposes his global agenda to bring
all into a new world order is front and center each and every hour in news
headlines. His deceivers — his minions both human and demonic — are
busy building upon his deadly blueprint to bring about the destruction
of America and the world.

The Apostle Paul’s forewarning of the coming end-times deception
and delusion that appear to be just ahead are ringing like alarm bells in
spiritually attuned ears:

For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now
letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. And then shall
that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with
the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness
of his coming: even him, whose coming is after the working of
Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with all
deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because
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they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.
And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they
should believe a lie: that they all might be damned who believed
not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness (2 Thessalo-
nians 2:7-12).

The authors of Deceivers: Exposing Evil Seducers & Their Last-Days Decep-
tion have done masterful jobs of bringing to light the delusion taking
place in this nation and world. My prayerful hope is that you will receive
the same degree of understanding and inspiration from the book as I
have during my reading of these chapters while in the process of working
on this project. May the Lord bless while you proceed.

Endnotes:
1. Unless otherwise noted, Scripture in this chapter is from the King James Version

(KJV) of the Bible.



CHAPTER 1

Religionist Deceivers Rampant

JAN MARKELL

Before I expound on the topic assigned to me by Terry James, let me
give you a bit of background information. About a year after I was
saved at age 11, I got involved in a strong church in the Minneapolis
area. | didn't know a lot about church before that. Because I lived just a
few doors down from this church, I was there frequently and soon the
youth group became a big part of my formation into a Christian adult.

This evangelical church had no apostasy. As a matter of fact, its goal
was to teach against apostasy and all false teaching. Some called this
church a bunch of narrow fundamentalists, but looking back, I am glad
they took such a strong stand on all theology that was not sound. That
prepared me for a lifetime of ministry; the ministers and teachers there
taught me to keep an antenna up at all times. Little did I know that as
I moved on further and further into the end times, false teaching would
become the new normal.

An ominous warning is found in Ezekiel 33:6:

But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow
the trumpet and the people are not warned, and a sword comes
and takes a person from them, he is taken away in his iniquity;
but his blood I will require from the watchman’s hand.'

We are all watchmen. Some are super watchmen, as that is just their
calling. None of us want the blood of false teaching on our hands. At least 1
surely don’t!
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The Bible makes it clear that, near the time of Christ’s return, apos-
tasy will rage:

But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away
from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines
of demons (1 Timothy 4:1).

For the time will come when they will not endure sound doc-
trine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate
for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, and
will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to

myths (2 Timothy 4:3-4).

But I am not sure that anyone during the time when these were written
could imagine just how serious the issue of false doctrine was to become.

In 2001, I began a national radio ministry. It was Christian talk radio
that would eventually air on more than 800 radio stations across North
America. It would also become a popular podcast destination. I quickly
realized that I had a responsibility to talk to this radio audience and
school listeners on just what theological minefields they should avoid!
I felt I even had to name the blatant false teachers who were devouring
the sheep.

Those who long for the truth loved this, but many others felt I was
causing trouble and division. I was even blocked from some networks I
wanted to air on, as they suggested such name-calling was not wanted.
What a dilemma. In order to hold to truth, I would be banned from some
outlets that had listeners who wanted the truth!

I feel every believer needs to heed Matthew 7:15-20:

Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s cloth-
ing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By their fruit you
will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or
figs from thistles? Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but
a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and
a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their
fruit you will recognize them. (NIV)

Calling out false teachers is no way to become popular. One is always
calling out somebody’s favorite teacher. Yet, as I went on in ministry, I
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could easily see that many sheep were being eaten by wolves that were
preying on them. The sheep were often undiscerning, easily led, and
easily fooled — and they just loved the idea of following a pied piper
who was joyfully leading them astray. Some leaders did this intention-
ally, and others just had bad theology that even they didn’t recognize was
going to harm the flock.

The Mainline Mistake

More than 100 years ago, mainline Protestants made a wrong turn —
actually, a left turn if you will. For generations, the Methodists, Pres-
byterians, Congregationalists, and others had seen net annual mem-
bership gains. But in the early 1960s, their growth slowed down, and
soon they began to lose members big time. That decline has continued
to the present.

These folks were at one time America’s “evangelicals.” They chose to
follow a liberal, progressive agenda, also called the social gospel, in about
1920. They simply quit teaching and preaching the gospel for social
issues and causes. It was their conscious choice to feed the stomach but
starve the soul.

Visit any Mainline Protestant church today and you will observe
an aging membership unenthusiastically singing old hymns with little
enthusiasm for the true gospel. Those who are excited have moved on to
evangelical churches. They took their eyes off the prize: the saving gospel
of Jesus Christ. These denominations are now slipping into irrelevance
but still maintain their focus on social justice, which seems to keep some
from permanently closing their doors.

Just about the time they began to decline, interest, attendance, and
enthusiasm began to soar for conservative, evangelical denominations.
Surely, they wouldn’t make the same mistakes, would they?

Don’t be so sure! They chose to go down the same path!

Evangelicals Start to Wobble

In the 1980s, I looked forward to the monthly magazine put out by
the National Association of Evangelicals (NAE). These publications were
very solid. I learned that they had been started around 1942 as a counter
to the liberalism going on in the Protestant church. The founders of the
NAE were conservative, fundamental, and salvation-focused. They had
little time for the social gospel.
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However, take a trip over to the NAE website today — and be pre-
pared for a surprise upon seeing the organization’s transition over the last
30 years and a shocking deviation from its 1942 founding! You will see
an emphasis on poverty, racial reconciliation, environmentalism, human
rights, immigration, nuclear weapons, creation care, and prison reform.
These subjects are right out of the liberal playbook!

To be blunt, evangelicals are walking down the same gangplank as
the liberal mainliners. 7hey may also drown in the same sea. In 2011, a
resolution by the National Association of Evangelicals (NAE) called for
a mutual reduction in current nuclear stockpiles, as well as ratification of
the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. The NAE resolution states: “With
their unique destructive potential, nuclear weapons profoundly threaten
the lives and prosperity of future generations, and of all God’s creatures.”

What does this have to do with the evangelical gospel of salvation?
And are these folks delusional enough to suggest that North Korea, Paki-
stan, Iran, and Russia are going to cut back on their nukes? Liberalism
strikes again!

As I moved deeper into Christian ministry, I noticed that the solid
rock of evangelicalism was moving leftward and toward issues that had
nothing to do with eternity — more signs of the coming great apostasy.
I was shocked and disappointed. When one group of denominations had
already hit an iceberg like the 7itanic did, wouldn’t every other denomi-
nation sit up, take notice, and vow to not make the same mistakes?

Apparently not.

New Ways of Doing Church

New ways of doing church were going to stoke the fires inside the evangelical
church. These new ways would go by various terms, such as “seeker-
sensitive,” “purpose-driven,” “gospel-lite,” “church-growth movement,”
and many more. None of these movements were very healthy, and they
would weaken the Church — and strengthen the apostasy — even more.

Somebody came up with a slick phrase that today’s evangelical
church is all about “nickels and noses” — in other words, how to fill
offering plates and pews. Certainly all churches do not operate like this, but
too many do.

It would quickly become apparent to me that Satan was making a
last-days move to weaken the Church so that end-time Christians would
be more vulnerable.
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Hipster Church

Why would any church want to abandon senior citizens? Don’t they rep-
resent stability, and aren’t they reliable tithers? But today’s church has
chosen to target the under-45 age group while abandoning the seniors
who will never accept the hipper sermons, gospel rock music, casual dress,
and what they might perceive as majoring in minors from the pulpit.

Older folks want to talk current events, Bible prophecy, and even
politics. The younger crowd wants to “feel good,” have “experiences,”
and sway to the beat of a drum and bass guitar. In today’s church world,
the two are having a hard time mixing, and the current Church is conse-
quently taking a pounding.

In some churches, there is watered-down preaching, making the
younger sheep ripe for the slaughter; false teaching; gospel-lite messages;
and little being taught that will make a difference for eternity.

When I started in ministry, all ages blended and did just fine. By the
late 1990s, it seemed that the younger generation called all the shots, and
that church leadership caved to them. Senior citizens sat in the church
foyer during what amounted to a rock concert during the worship time.
They then wandered into the sanctuary just for the weekly message.

How tragic.

A more recent movement that has tapped into this is called Post-
modernism, also referred to as the Emergent Church. This movement
emphasizes experience over reason, subjectivity over objectivity, spirit-
uality over religion, images over words, and feelings over truth. These
are the reactions to modernism and are thought to be necessary in order
to actively engage contemporary culture. This movement is still quite
new, so there is not yet a standard method of “doing church” among the
groups choosing to take the Postmodern/Emergent mindset.

This movement is also all about ecumenism. It stresses unity among
many different religions and seems to celebrate Catholicism.

Some 15 years ago, once-solid churches began to target young
adults by having a special Emergent service. Windows were darkened,
candles were lit, sofas were brought in, and informal “services,” very
unstructured, were conducted. A Bible likely wouldn’t be a part of the
worship agenda, but sharing feelings, thoughts, and ideas were. Some of
the participants even brought arts and crafts projects to work on during
these sessions.
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In 2004, Christianity Today dedicated an entire issue to “The Emer-
gent Mystique.” These churches are a new generation unique in style,
leadership, worship, prayer, and more. They are progressive and unbib-
lical, and almost all are flirting with heresy. Even in my youth, I cannot
imagine being attracted to such waywardness.

During an Emergent church service, congregants are more likely to
pontificate with peers and would flee from having to sit through a verse-
by-verse sermon. If a sermon focused on hell, they would be out the
door. Emergent Rob Bell suggests there likely is no hell. These young
adults would rather learn that all faiths uniting is just fine, and aligning
with Rome might be the best idea they've heard in a long time. Other
Emergent/Postmodern fathers include Brian McLaren, Doug Pagitt, and
Tony Jones. There are many other leaders in the movement, but these
are the most prominent. If one could sum up their belief system in a
sentence, it would be that we cannot know absolute truth.

The reliable website gotquestions.org says this about this movement:

The dangers of postmodernism can be viewed as a downward
spiral that begins with the rejection of absolute truth, which then
leads to a loss of distinctions in matters of religion and faith, and
culminates in a philosophy of religious pluralism that says no
faith or religion is objectively true and therefore no one can claim
his or her religion is true and another is false.?

More apostasy running amok.
The Laughing Revival that Wasn’t So Funny

Sometime during the 1990s came the “Toronto Blessing” and “Pensacola
Outpouring.” Good Christian friends of mine considered these streams
to be solid and a move of God. What was I missing? I watched clips
from the various venues and saw no order, only confusion — and God
is a God of order. How could rolling on the floor and barking like a dog
be “in the spirit”? What verse in the Bible suggests we act in such insane
ways? My Bible tells me to do all things decently and in order (1 Corin-
thians 14:40).

Others who believed in a similar manner were stressing that we were
to get “drunk in the spirit” and laugh uncontrollably. I saw more film
clips of people growling, dancing, shaking, and weeping uncontrolla-
bly. I realized that another atom bomb had struck the Church, and for
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better or for worse — likely for worse — it was going to leave its mark.
It wouldn’t be a healthy one.

I wondered why some “new way of doing church” couldnt come
along that was stable and sound. People seemed to be pursuing experien-
tial highs, signs and wonders, and an overdose of emotionalism. None of
this was built on the foundation of sound teaching and preaching. It was
all experience. Talk about “tickling the ears”!

When You Criticize “America’s Pastor’

I was both praised and pounded for suggesting that “America’s Pastor,”
Rick Warren, might be causing damage to the Church. He seriously put
down eschatology, saying it would distract people from their purpose.
As an author myself, I was intrigued with any book that would sell over
25 million copies, as his Purpose Driven Life did. It was clearly a publish-
ing phenomenon. But I'm not sure anybody was prepared for how Rick
Warren would introduce a new way of doing church, and it wasn’t very
healthy. There would eventually be two dozen new ways of doing church,
but Warren’s seemed to be the first option in the evangelical community.

Warren believes the Purpose-Driven principles are so important and
so unique that he asks pastors to lead their congregants with his church
programs, messages, worship, and even private devotions for 40 days.
Rick Warren gives pastors his 40-day challenge: follow his principles
in the purpose-driven formula and your church will get bigger, better,
stronger, richer, and more. How did churches grow before his formula
came out 15 years ago? Somehow they grew and thrived and never
resorted to his new way of doing church. Imagine that!

Suddenly, churches with 100 members have imagined that they
would become mega-churches if they followed the Warren formula.

Warren also quoted a number of well-known Roman Catholics, but
did not note how they believe and even promote concepts against clear
teachings of the Scripture. These quotes include those from Brother Law-
rence, Madame Guyon, St. John of the Cross, Henri Nouwen, Mother
Teresa, and John Main.

In 2011, he tapped into three men who were not only unsound, but
they had some ties to the New Age Movement. Warren went on a weight-
loss kick for his entire church by embarking on “The Daniel Plan.” To
accomplish his personal goal of weight loss and that of thousands of

church members, he enlisted the likes of Dr. Mehmet Oz, Dr. Mark
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Hymen, and Dr. Daniel Amen. Their books and websites blatantly pro-
mote the dark side, including yoga and reiki. Yet Pastor Warren proudly
featured them in his pulpit for many weekends of rah-rah cheerleading
with healthy weight-loss goals.

One attendee said the event was a “pagan palooza.” Apparently,
during these sessions on improving health, the leaders conveniently
avoided spiritual health! I concluded that end-time apostasy was just
going to keep on rolling along like old man river. Or was I just getting
hyper-critical? I was beginning to doubt myself! Yet sticking only to the
truth of Scripture was getting hard to find. The gimmicks just kept gal-
loping along.

Many smaller churches that went the “Purpose-Driven” route now
have closed their doors. Church isn’t a formula. It's people meeting
together to encourage one another and learn from solid Bible preaching
and teaching.

Are Today’s “Prophets” Only about “Profit”?

Many scoff at this topic and suggest that today’s prophets are strictly about
profit. I think many are, but I hate throwing a Dave Wilkerson under the
bus. I am not a cessationist, because I have been healed, but when the
abuses of those into “signs and wonders” only worsen by the day, many
legitimately question those who are leading the movement that boasts of
prophets and apostles. They are doing enormous destruction.

This movement gained steam thanks to C. Peter Wagner out of Fuller
Seminary some 40 years ago. He introduced what is now called the “New
Apostolic Reformation,” or NAR for short. Thousands of churches and
millions of Christians adhere to unsound teachings presented by Bill John-
son, Rick Joyner, Cindy Jacobs, the late Kim Clement, and many more.

The NAR, as noted on their website, teaches “that God’s intended
form of church governance is apostles and prophets holding leadership
over evangelists, pastors, and teachers.” However, this has not been the
case for much of church history. But according to the New Apostolic
Reformation, God began to restore prophets and apostles over the last
three or four decades. “Only now, as the church is properly guided by the
appropriate spiritual leaders, can it fulfill its commission.”

The NAR states that prophets are extremely important and just as
important as apostles. These people have been empowered to receive
“new” revelations from God that will aid the church in establishing
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dominion. According to the New Apostolic Reformation, only prophets
and occasionally apostles can obtain new revelations.

I cannot count the number of letters and emails this ministry has
received from people who have been duped by two dozen prominent
people in this stream of thought and theology.

Just because one embraces a more Charismatic theology does not
mean he or she gets into some of the activities promoted by these false
teachers. I have been a member of an Assembly of God church that would
have nothing to do with such strange happenings. They denounced Todd
Bentley, who performed like the charlatan he was in Pensacola, Florida,
kicking people with his biker boot and suggesting that was “healing”
them. Yet Bentley was honored by many leaders in the New Apostolic
Reformation. When he fell from grace due to adultery going on all
during his healing rallies, he was “restored” in good faith by NAR leaders
Rick Joyner and C. Peter Wagner.

This group is also more experience-oriented and not likely to be wild
about expositional teaching.

Many in this stream also embrace Dominion Theology. That is, that
the Church truly CAN make the world perfect and that will allow Jesus
Christ to return — but to a perfected earth. Such delusion.

So Protestants Are Now Catholics?

In more recent years, I began hearing about mystical Christianity. I
learned that many churches, and most of them evangelical churches,
were promoting labyrinths, icons, chanting, candles, centering prayer,
and contemplative prayer. The latter is a distant relative of Buddhism,
so I wondered how much stranger things could get. Protestants began
taking on Catholic traditions. They were heralding ancient Catholic
mystics. [ guess we didn’t need the Reformation.

Some just called this “the new spirituality,” even though they were
tapping into practices that were very old — so old that it went back to
the desert fathers and borrowed their practices. I could not believe what
I was seeing and reading.

These folks all talked about a new kind of meditation that sounded
quite dangerous. It did not sound like true biblical meditation, but was
more aligned with Zen. The Christian college from which I graduated
years ago brought in a Buddhist to encourage the students to zone out
and meditate, but not on the Bible!
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Men who didn’t have sound theology, such as Dallas Willard, Rich-
ard Foster, and Thomas Merton, started being quoted in church pulpits.
What was going on? The more I looked into these mystics, the more I
trembled for the Church and the sheep who were going to be slaughtered
and eaten by wolves. There was just no end to the last-days” deceptions.

These mystics thought they could sanctify yoga and decided to call it
“Christian yoga.” You can’t put a smiley face on millions of demons who
are a part of the yoga experience, but these folks thought you could!

When Left Isn’t Right

The rise of the religious left is simply stunning. Jim Wallis, Tony Cam-
polo, Shane Claiborne, Lynne Hybels, and many more, have convinced
two generations that the social gospel is where it is at. It had its modern
beginning in the late 1800s, which I referred to when I began this chap-
ter. “It developed as a way to address the various conditions in society
that caused suffering among the populace. The belief was, and is, that
Christianity will attract followers when it demonstrates its love for man-
kind. This could be best accomplished by helping to alleviate the suffer-
ing of humanity caused by poverty, disease, oppressive work conditions,
society’s injustices,” and civil rights abuses.

Along with this came the push for “social justice,” and that spotlight
was turned on the so-called Palestinian people and their perceived plight.
Denominations and churches then heavily turned away from support
for Israel and God’s chosen people. Gone are the days when Israel could
count on 100 percent evangelical support.

Criticism was always couched in sentiment that Israel was an “occu-
pier” with no thought given to all the verses about her God-given land.

This, too, is end-time deception.

To be honest, the more I learned about these strange theologies, the
more I sensed my world was growing smaller and smaller. I just didn’t fit
in hardly any of them. Was I just a theological prude who was a purist
and a victim of a hyper-fundamentalist orientation when I was young?
Or was I a Berean who looked at these theological aberrations and con-
cluded they were a part of the great end-time falling away?

Has Discernment Turned Ugly?

In the early 2000s, many “discernment ministries” began to spring up.
They looked at the various new theologies and at some of the old theologies
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that were getting new life, and became their critics. How refreshing! They
named names. But even they didn’t get it right 100 percent of the time. It
seemed to me that in order for them to get more followers and more “likes,”
they started to name off good people, calling them “heretics” and “false
teachers,” even if they were very sound!

Many ministries were harmed by these people who took the call to
contend for the faith very seriously, but in my opinion, they took it a step
too far. I can’t count the number of times that my name and ministry
were dragged through the mud. If my theology wasn't being questioned,
then those I associated with were targeted with guilt by association.

I recall inviting a popular conference speaker to address my annual
conference. He would have the opportunity to address 4,000 people
with his cutting-edge message. His reply to me was that he could not
associate with me because a ministry leader he admired and followed
insisted I was heretical because I supported a popular author. I was
speechless. Yes, there is wreckage in the Church, thanks to false teachers,
but now there appeared to be wreckage, thanks to people contentiously con-
tending for the faith!

Perhaps the end-time character of mankind is simply tanking. It
seems to me like love is growing cold (Matthew 24:12), just as sound
Bible teaching is disappearing. 7his doesn’t seem like a good combination.
At the bema seat of judgment, we are not only going to be held accounta-
ble for every doctrine we abused, but also for how we abused our brothers
and sisters in Christ, for slandering their good character or their reputa-
ble name. That is what makes doing what I am now — critically looking
at some false streams in the church — so difficult. If I am wrong, I have
spoken ill against a brother or sister. That is no better in God’s mind
than the apostasy that is running amok. /¢ grieves me that discernment has
almost turned as ugly as the false teachings.

The Greatest Tragedy of Our Day

In the last 20 years, I have received hundreds, if not thousands, of emails,
letters, and calls telling me that solid believers cannot find a prophecy-
preaching church. I honestly believe that this is a part of the end-time
falling away. Their churches may be solid in many ways, but the pastors
have concluded that the topic of biblical prophecy is controversial and
might scare people away, so they bury it in the attic of the church along
with the hymnals from which the congregation used to sing.
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The church is no longer excited that the King is coming! A few rem-
nant churches remain, many of which are in the Calvary Chapel stream,
that continue to proclaim the news of Christ’s return, but their numbers
are very few. As a result, those who long for new information on this
topic flock to a handful of prophecy conferences around America.

In 2016, my prophecy event drew 6,000 people to a venue of 4,300.
Traffic was backed up on Minneapolis freeways heading to the church we
rent. Hundreds of people have told me that they cannot find this message
in a single church in their community.

No one is asking a pastor to make eschatology the focus of his minis-
try, but the neglect of prophecy is unconscionable when one-third of the
Bible speaks of it and a crown is promised to be rewarded to those who
long for His appearing (2 Timothy 4:8).

It is fine that the church has marriage seminars and financial semi-
nars, but it’s not okay for it to not take one weekend a year to remind
people to get their lives in order, for Jesus is coming soon! Jesus chastised
the religious leaders of His day for not knowing the signs of His first
coming. I believe He is chastising today’s church leaders for a sentiment
that seems to say, “Come, Lord Jesus, but not too soon!”

There is a lot of blame to go around for this deficiency. It likely starts
with our seminaries and trickles down. But the path was paved thanks
to the seeker-sensitive movement, the Emergent/Postmodern stream,
Purpose-Driven motives, the social gospel efforts, and more.

At the same time, evangelical support for Israel has so tanked that
I would have to almost include this as another sign of the great falling
away. In my younger years, I recall that evangelical support for Israel was
a given. After all, her rebirth was not just the miracle of the 20th century;
it may have been the miracle of all time. Yet as I write this, I am aware
of the new mood in the Church: to swing support away from Israel and
toward those whom it perceives as the persecuted Palestinians — with
Israel as the persecutor.

A part of this is born out of the strong appeal of “social justice”
among the under-age-50 crowd previously mentioned. And a part of it
is due to many voices now speaking on behalf of the Palestinians who,
at the same time, denounce Israel as an “occupier.” Prominent teachers,
authors, radio hosts, and more have done major damage over the last 30
years, including Hank Hanegraaff, Lynne Hybels, Dr. John Piper, Tony
Campolo, Jim Wallis, Brian McLaren, Gary Burge, and two dozen more.



Exposing Evil Seducers & Their Last Days Deception 25

How this must grieve the heart of God, who has preserved Israel and
the Jewish people because He is a covenant keeper!

So the Church of today is vastly different than the Church of my
youth that focused on prophecy, Israel, and eternity-related issues regu-
larly. I truly feel today like a dinosaur — outdated and out-of-step with
much of the Church. But is the loss theirs or mine?

Jesus states in Matthew 16 that the gates of hell will not prevail
against the Church, but the gates of hell are surely trying to interfere!
I know of very few people who are looking for the perfect church, but
many are looking for a gospel-preaching church that is excited about the
fact that the King is coming. They are looking for a church that will hold
to sound doctrine and that will contend for the faith. The options are
without a doubt shrinking, but some still remain.

I pray you — and your church — can be a lighthouse as the days
shorten to get the gospel to a lost and hurting world.

Endnotes
1. Unless otherwise noted, Scripture in this chapter is from the New American
Standard Bible (NASB).

. https://www.nae.net/nae-board-calls-for-nuclear-weapons-reductions/.

. https://[www.gotquestions.org/postmodernism-dangers.html.

. hetps:/[www.gotquestions.org/New-Apostolic-Reformation.html.

NN

. hetps://www.thebereancall.org/content/shameful-social-gospel.






CHAPTER 2

Signs Outshine Satan's Seduction

OR. DAVID R. REAGAN

grew up in an Amillennial church that spiritualized prophecy. Accord-
ingly, I was taught that we are living in the Millennium now, that Jesus
is reigning from His throne in heaven, and that He is never returning to
this earth again. Over and over I heard it proclaimed from the pulpit that
“there is not one verse in the Bible that even implies that Jesus will ever
put His feet on this earth again.”

With regard to Jesus” Second Coming, I was taught that one day He
would appear in the sky without warning and would take all believers,
living and dead, back with Him to heaven. The earth would be con-
sumed by fire and cease to exist. Believers would live forever in heaven as
disembodied spirits.

All of this was based, of course, on a spiritualization of what the Bible
actually says about the Millennium and the eternal state. Strangely, we
were taught that the Bible means exactly what it says about everything
except when it is talking about the Second Coming and the events sur-
rounding it. We were told that end-time prophecies never mean what
they say because they are “apocalyptic in nature.”

I had no idea what the word “apocalyptic” meant, but I believed what
I heard from the pulpit, so I assumed it meant that end-time prophecy
is indecipherable.

A Stunning Discovery

Then, one day I read the Book of Zechariah and, in the process, I noticed
that this so-called apocalyptic book was full of prophecies about the First

21
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Coming of the Messiah, and that all of them had been literally fulfilled.
I’'m speaking of prophecies like the one that says the Messiah will come
humbly on a donkey (9:9) and that He will be betrayed for 30 pieces of
silver (11:12-13).

It suddenly occurred to me that if the First Coming prophecies in
this “apocalyptic book” meant what they said, then why shouldn’t the
Second Coming prophecies mean what they say?

And one of those prophecies in chapter 14 says that the Messiah will
return to the Mount of Olives, and when His feet touch the ground, the
mount will split apart. There it was, as plain as it could be: The Messiah is
returning to earth! His feet will touch this earth again! To top it off, verse
9 says that on that day, He will begin to rule over all the earth!

My eyes were suddenly opened to a fundamental truth: “If the plain
sense of Scripture makes sense, don’t look for any other sense, lest you
end up with nonsense.” I stopped playing games with God’s Prophetic
Word, and all of the end-time prophecies began to make sense. I no
longer had to spiritualize them to mean whatever my church’s doctrine
demanded that they meant.

And that applied to the signs the Bible tells us to watch for that will
signal the Lord’s return. I had always been taught that we could know
nothing about the timing of the Lord’s return — that His return would
be completely unexpected, like a sneak attack.

When our members would attend a Bible prophecy conference and
come back talking excitedly about the “signs of the times,” they would
always be put down with sarcastic derision. “There are no signs!” they
would be told in no uncertain words. “The Bible says that the return of
Jesus will be a total surprise to everyone. So, forget about the so-called
signs and just focus on living for the Lord.”

A Satanic Conspiracy

I am convinced that Satan does not want anyone to know anything about
the timing of the Lord’s return, and I think that is the reason for all the
confusion. He doesn’t know the timing, but he knows the signs the Bible
gives us to watch for, and he is determined to get people’s eyes off those
signs so that the Church will be filled with ignorance and apathy about
the timing of the Second Coming.

Ignorance and apathy both contribute to a lack of preparedness and
hope. How can you get excited about an event that you know nothing
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about? How can you have a strong hope when the Lord’s return seems so
distant and irrelevant to your life? A sense of the Lord’s imminent return
motivates holiness and evangelism. Satan hates both.

There is no doubt that Satan has been very successful in convincing
Christians, including pastors, that there is nothing we can know about
the timing of the Lord’s return. That’s where I was for 30 years before I
began studying God’s Prophetic Word.

Another Discovery

So, you can imagine my surprise when I discovered that although the
Bible says we cannot know the time of the Lord’s return (Matthew 25:13),
the Scriptures make it equally clear that we can know the season of His
return. Consider, for example, this passage from 1 Thessalonians 5:2-6:

You yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come
just like a thief in the night.... But you, brethren, are not in dark-
ness, that the day would overtake you like a thief; for you are all
sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness;
so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober.

This passage asserts that Jesus is coming like “a thief in the night.” But
then it proceeds to make clear that this will be true only for the pagan
world and not for believers. His return should be no surprise to those
who know Him and His Word, for they have the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit to give them understanding of the nature of the times.
Furthermore, the Scriptures give us signs to watch for — signs
that will signal that Jesus is ready to return. The writer of the Hebrews
letter referred to these signs when he proclaimed that believers should
encourage one another when they see the day of judgment drawing near
(Hebrews 10:24-27). Jesus also referred to the end-time signs in His
Olivet Discourse, given during the last week of His life (Matthew 24 and
Luke 21). Speaking of a whole series of signs that He had given to His
disciples, He said, “When you see all these things, recognize that He [the
Son of Man, that is, Jesus] is near, right at the door” (Matthew 24:33).

A Personal Experience

Every time I think of “signs of the times,” I am reminded of a great
man of God named Elbert Peak. I had the privilege of participating with
him in a Bible prophecy conference held in Orlando, Florida, in the
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early 1990s. Mr. Peak was about 80 years old at the time. He had been
assigned the topic, “The Signs of the Times.” He began his presentation
by observing, “Sixty years ago when I first started preaching, you had to
scratch around like a chicken to find one sign of the Lord’s soon return.”

He paused for a moment, then added, “But today there are so many
signs 'm no longer looking for them. Instead, I'm listening for a sound
— the sound of a trumpet!”

The First Sign

At the beginning of the 20th century, there was not one single, tangible,
measurable sign that indicated we were living in the season of the Lord’s
return. The first to appear was the Balfour Declaration, which was issued
by the British government on November 2, 1917.

This Declaration was prompted by the fact that during World War
I, the Turks sided with the Germans. Thus, when Germany lost the war,
so did the Turks, and the victorious Allies decided to divide up both the
German and Turkish empires.

The Turkish territories, called the Ottoman Empire, contained the
ancient homeland of the Jewish people — an area the Romans had
named Palestine after the last Jewish revolt in A.p. 132-135.

In 1917, Palestine included all of modern-day Israel and Jordan. In
the scheme the Allies concocted for dividing up the German and Turkish
territories, Britain was allotted Palestine, and this is what prompted the
Balfour Declaration. In that document, Lord Balfour, the British Foreign
Secretary, declared that it was the intention of the British government to
establish in Palestine “a national home for the Jewish people.”

An Evangelical Response to the First Sign

The leading Evangelical in England at the time was EB. Meyer. He
immediately recognized the prophetic significance of the Declaration,
for he was well aware that the Scriptures prophesy that the Jewish people
will be regathered to their homeland in unbelief right before the return
of the Messiah (Isaiah 11:11-12).

Meyer sent out a letter to the Evangelical leaders of England asking
them to gather in London in December to discuss the prophetic impli-
cations of the Balfour Declaration. In that letter, he stated, “The signs of
the times point toward the close of the time of the Gentiles . . . and the
return of Jesus can be expected any moment.”
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Before Meyer’s meeting could be convened, another momentous
event occurred on December 11, 1917. On that day, General Edmund
Allenby liberated the city of Jerusalem from 400 years of Turkish rule.

There is no doubt that these events in 1917 marked the beginning
of the end times, because they led to the worldwide regathering of the
Jewish people to their homeland and the reestablishment of their state.

Since 1917

Since the time of the Balfour Declaration, we have witnessed throughout
the 20th century and continuing to this day the appearance of sign after
sign pointing to the Lord’s soon return. There are so many of these signs
today, in fact, that one would have to be either biblically illiterate or
spiritually blind not to realize that we are living on borrowed time.

I have personally been searching the Bible for years in an effort to
identify all the signs, and it has not been an easy task to get a hold on
them. That’s because there are so many of them, both in the Old and
New Testaments. I have found that the best way to deal with them is to
put them in categories, and in doing that, I have come up with six cate-
gories of end-time signs.

1. The Signs of Nature

And there will be great earthquakes, and in various places plagues

and famines; and there will be terrors and great signs from heaven
(Luke 21:11).

This category of signs has always been the least respected, even among
believers. The mere mention of it usually evokes a sneer accompanied by
the words, “Come on, what else is new? There have always been earth-
quakes and tornados and hurricanes.”

But those who have this attitude forget that Jesus said the signs would
be like “birth pangs” (Matthew 24:8). That means they will increase in
frequency and intensity the closer we get to the Lord’s return. In other
words, there will be more frequent natural disasters and more intense ones.

That is exactly what has been happening. For example, between
October of 1991 and November of 2004 — a period of 13 years — the
United States experienced:

* nine of the ten largest insurance natural disasters in history
* nine of the ten greatest disasters as ranked by FEMA relief costs
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* five of its costliest hurricanes in history
* three of its four largest tornado swarms in history?

Keep in mind that these statistics were compiled before the Hurricane
Katrina disaster in August of 2005!

2. The Signs of Society

Realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. For
men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant,
revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, ungrateful, unholy,
unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control,
brutal, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of
pleasure rather than lovers of God (2 Timothy 3:1-4).

This passage sounds like a typical evening newscast today! Notice the three
things it says people will love in the end times: self, money, and pleasure.

The love of self is humanism — the belief that man can accomplish
anything on his own. The love of money is materialism. When human-
ism is your religion, your god will always be money. The love of pleasure
is the third love mentioned. This is hedonism, the lifestyle that is always
produced by humanism and materialism.

But God cannot be mocked (Galatians 6:7). He therefore sees to it that
when people choose humanism, materialism, and hedonism, the payoff is
always nihilism, which is a fancy philosophical word for “despair.”

Need I emphasize that our world is wallowing in despair today? We
live in a society plagued by abortion, homosexuality, domestic violence,
child molestation, blasphemy, pornography, alcoholism, drug abuse,
and gambling.

Like in the days of the judges in the Old Testament, people are doing
what is right in their own eyes, and the result is that people are calling

evil good and good evil (Isaiah 5:20).
3. The Spiritual Signs

There are more signs in this category than any other. Many are evil in
nature, but there are also some very positive ones.

Negative Spiritual Signs

Concerning the negative signs, a typical passage is the following one

found in 2 Timothy 4:3—4:
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The time will come when they [professing Christians] will not
endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled,
they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to
their own desires, and will turn away their ears from the truth
and will turn aside to myths.

Some of the negative spiritual signs that are specifically prophesied
include the following;: false christs, cultic groups, heresies, apostasy, skep-
ticism, deception, occultism, and persecution.

The one that Jesus mentioned most frequently was the presence of
false christs and their cultic groups (Matthew 24:5, 11, 24). In fulfillment
of these prophecies, we have experienced an explosion of cult activity
since 1830 when the Mormon Church was founded.

One of the most obvious spiritual signs in America today is the rap-
idly increasing apostasy in the Church. Even many so-called Evangelical
leaders seem intent on getting in bed with the world in order to secure the
world’s acceptance. Thus, we find former Evangelical churches approv-
ing abortion, ordaining homosexuals, and endorsing same-sex marriage.
Meanwhile, many of the old-line liberal denominations have continued
down the path of rank heresy by denying the fundamentals of the faith,
like the virgin birth and the Resurrection.

Positive Spiritual Signs
A. Of'the outpouring of the Spirit

But, praise God, we are told that there will be some very positive spiritual
signs in the end times. The most important one that is prophesied in
many places is a great outpouring of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28-29).
This outpouring began at the dawn of the 20th century, and proved to
be one of the greatest spiritual surprises — and blessings — of the century.
You see, when that century began, the prevailing viewpoint among both
Catholics and Protestants regarding the Holy Spirit was Cessationism.
This view held that the gifts of the Spirit ceased when the last Apostle died.
In effect, it was a belief that the Holy Spirit had retired in the first century.
The 20th century had hardly gotten started when a Holy Spirit
revival broke out at a small Bible college in Topeka, Kansas, in 1901.°
Three years later, a similar Holy Spirit revival swept Wales and began to
spread worldwide.* Then, in 1906, the Spirit fell with great power on a
humble black preacher in Los Angeles named William J. Seymour.” The
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Azuza Street Revival, as it came to be called, continued for four years and
gave birth to the Pentecostal Movement.®

B. Of the “early and latter rains”

The Bible prophesies two great outpourings of the Spirit and symboli-
cally pictures them as the “early and latter rains” (Joel 2:23), based on
the two rainy seasons of Israel. The early rain occurred at Pentecost in
the first century when the Church was established. The latter rain was
prophesied to occur after the Jewish people had been reestablished in
their homeland (Joel 2:18-26).

The latter rain began with the Pentecostal Movement, just as God
began to regather the Jews to their homeland under the visionary leader-
ship of Theodore Herzl. But the rain did not become a downpour until
after the reestablishment of the state of Israel in May of 1948, just as
prophesied by Joel.

First came the anointing of Billy Graham’s ministry in 1949, fol-
lowed by the Charismatic Movement of the 1960s. Today, most of Chris-
tianity, whether Pentecostal, Charismatic, or Traditional, fully recognizes
that the ministry of the Holy Spirit is alive and well in Spiritled worship,
the continuing validity of spiritual gifts, the reality of spiritual warfare,
and the importance of a Spirit-filled life in winning that warfare.

C. Additional positive spiritual signs

In addition to the rediscovery of the Holy Spirit, there are other posi-
tive spiritual prophecies being fulfilled today — like the preaching of
the gospel worldwide (Matthew 24:14), the revival of Davidic praise
worship (Amos 9:11), and the development of Messianic Judaism
(Romans 9:27).

Another remarkable positive sign is the understanding of Bible
prophecy. You see, the Hebrew prophets often did not understand the
end-time prophecies that the Lord gave to them. A good example can be
found in Daniel 12:8-9, where the prophet complains to the Lord that
he does not understand the prophecies that have been entrusted to him.
The Lord’s response is, “Don’t worry about it. Just write the prophecies.
They have been sealed up until the end times.”

In other words, the Bible teaches that many of the end-time prophecies
will not be understood until the time comes for them to be fulfilled. And
that is exactly what has been happening in the past 100 years. Historical
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developments and scientific inventions are now making it possible for us to
understand end-time prophecies that have never been understood before.

Take Israel, for example. All end-time prophecy revolves around the
nation of Israel. But how could those prophecies be understood as long as
Israel did not exist and there was no prospect that the nation would ever
exist again? This is the reason that Hal Lindsey’s book, 7he Late Great
Planet Earth, became such a phenomenal bestseller in the 1970s. For the
first time, it explained the events prophesied in the Book of Revelation
in natural terms that people could easily understand.

4. The Signs of World Politics

You will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars. . . . For nation
will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom (Matthew

24:6-7).

I taught international politics for 20 years before I entered the ministry
full time, so this is an area that is particularly fascinating to me.

The Bible prophesies a very specific end-time configuration of world
politics. Israel is pictured as being reestablished (Ezekiel 37:21-22) and
surrounded by hostile Arab neighbors intent on its destruction (Ezekiel
35:1-36:7). This, of course, has been the situation in the Middle East
since the Israeli Declaration of Independence in May of 1948.

Daniel prophesied that the Roman Empire would be revived (Daniel
2:36-41), something many men — like Charlemagne, Napoleon, and
Hitler — tried to do through force. But the prophecy had to await God’s
timing for its fulfillment, and that came after World War II, with the for-
mation of the European Common Market that has since morphed into
the superpower called the European Union.

The Bible pictures a great power located in the land of Magog in
the “remote parts of the north.” This nation will menace Israel in the
end times and will ultimately lead an invasion of Israel together with
specified allies, all of which are modern-day Muslim states (Ezekiel 38:1—
39:16). Russia, with all its Muslim republics and its Muslim allies, fits
this description precisely.

All the nations of the world are prophesied to come together against
Israel in the end times over the issue of the control of Jerusalem (Zecha-
riah 12:2-3) — a prophecy being fulfilled today.

The magnitude of warfare in the 20th century is another fulfillment
of end-time prophecy related to world politics. The 20th century was
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one of unparalleled war. Like birth pangs, the frequency and intensity of
war increased exponentially. It is now estimated that more people died in
wars during the 20th century than in all the previous wars throughout all
of recorded human history.

5. The Signs of Technology

. men fainting from fear and the expectation of the things
which are coming upon the world; for the powers of the heavens

will be shaken (Luke 21:26).

The development of nuclear weapons seems to be foreshadowed by this
prophecy in Luke 21 that speaks of people “fainting from fear” due to the
“powers of the heavens being shaken.”

The incredible carnage of the Seal and Trumpet Judgments portrayed
in chapters 6 and 8 in the Book of Revelation indicates that the Antichrist
will conquer the world through the use of nuclear weapons. We are told
that one-third of the earth will be burned and that one-half of humanity
will be killed. Further evidence that this is a nuclear holocaust is found
in Revelation 16, where we are told that at the end of the Tribulation, the
survivors will be covered with sores that will not heal (Revelation 16:11).

As 1 pointed out earlier, there are many end-time prophecies that
simply cannot be understood apart from modern technological develop-
ments. Consider the prophecy in Revelation 11 about the two witnesses
who will call the world to repentance during the first half of the Tribula-
tion. When they are killed by the Antichrist, we are told that their bodies
will lie in the streets of Jerusalem for three and a half days, and the whole
world will look upon them (Revelation 11:9). How could anyone under-
stand such a prophecy before the development of satellite television in
the 1960s?

Likewise, how could the Antichrist control all buying and selling
worldwide (Revelation 13) without the aid of computer technology?
How could the False Prophet create the illusion of giving life to a statue
(Revelation 13) without the technology of holograms, virtual reality, and
robotics? How could an army of two hundred million come out of the
Far East (Revelation 9) before the population explosion that was pro-
duced by modern medical technology? How could the gospel be pro-
claimed to all the world (Matthew 24) before the invention of motion
pictures, radio, television, and the Internet? The list goes on and on.
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6. The Signs of Israel

It will come about in that day that I will make Jerusalem a heavy
stone for all the peoples; all who lift it will be severely injured.
And all the nations of the earth will be gathered against it (Zech-
ariah 12:3).

The signs that relate to Israel are the most important of all because
the Jews are God’s prophetic time clock. What I mean by this is that
the Scriptures will often tie a prophesied future event with something
that will happen to the Jews. We are told to watch the Jews, and when
the prophesied event concerning them occurs, we can be sure that the
other prophesied event will also occur.

An example can be found in Luke 21:24, where Jesus prophesied that
the Jews would be dispersed from Jerusalem and be led captive among
the nations. But then He added that one day they would return to reoc-
cupy Jerusalem, and when this happens, the end-time events will occur
that will lead to His return.

There are many prophecies concerning the Jews in the end times,
many of which began to be fulfilled in the 20th century, but there are
four key ones. The first is their worldwide regathering in unbelief (Isaiah
11:11-12). In 1900, there were only 40,000 Jews in Palestine. By the end
of World War II, that number had risen to 600,000. Today, there are more
than 6.5 million who have come from all over the world. This means that
now there are more Jews in Israel than there are who died in the Holocaust.

The prophet Jeremiah says twice that when history is completed, the
Jewish people will look back and conclude that their worldwide regather-
ing was a greater miracle than their deliverance from Egyptian captivity
(Jeremiah 16:14—15 and 23:7-8). We are truly living in momentous times!

The second key prophecy concerning the Jews is a natural conse-
quence of their regathering. It is the reestablishment of their state, which
occurred on May 14, 1948 (Isaiah 66:7-8).

The third key prophecy is the reoccupation of Jerusalem, which occurred
on June 7, 1967, during the miraculous Six Day War (Zechariah 8:4-8).

The fourth key prophecy is the one whose fulfillment we are wit-
nessing today — the refocusing of world politics upon the nation of
Israel (Zechariah 12:2-3). All the nations of the world, including the
United States, are coming against Israel over the issue of the control of
the nation’s capital — the city of Jerusalem. The Vatican wants the city
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placed under its control. The United Nations wants it to be internation-
alized. The European Union and the United States are demanding it be
divided between the Arabs and the Jews. The Arabs want all of it.

The Greatest Sign

And so you have it — six different categories of signs, each category
containing many prophecies concerning the end times, all of which are
being fulfilled before our very eyes. And yet, I have not mentioned the
most important sign of all.

Yes, the reestablishment of the state of Israel is the most important
individual sign. It is, in fact, the cornerstone sign of the end times, since
end-time prophecy focuses on Israel. But overall, there is a super sign
that is more important. It is the sign that can be summed up in one
word: CONVERGENCE.

The point is that for the first time in history, all the end-time signs
are coming together. Not a single one is missing.

All the pieces of the end-time puzzle are in place for the first time
ever. To the non-Christian, the world appears to be falling to pieces due
to the exponential increase in immorality and violence. But to the Chris-
tian who knows Bible prophecy, the fragmented world scene is under-
standable, for all the prophesied pieces are falling into place.

What a privilege it is to live in a time when we can see Bible prophecy
fulfilled before our very eyes and realize that what we are witnessing is God’s
proclamation that His Son is about to burst from the heavens. Maranatha!
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