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WHAT IS A SKEPTIC?
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what is a skeptic?

why are people skeptics?

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
Skepticism is an opportunity! It shows us where the need for truth is.

How Prepared Are you?

n On a scale of 1-10, how prepared are you to answer the objections like the ones below?

(ready)

“C’mon, you don’t
really believe in the
virgin birth, do you?”

“Modern science
makes God
unnecessary.”

10
9

8
7
6
5
4

“religion is the
cause of most of the
world’s problems.”
“T
he Bible is full of
myths and errors.”

“How can you say your
values are better than
anyone else’s?”

3
2
1

(clueless)
n What

kind of objections do you think are the most difficult to answer and why?
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What Should We expect?
n Read

the verses below and answer the questions about what to expect when
engaging skeptics:
Who will listen to me?
Their ears are closed
so they cannot hear.
The word of the Lord
is offensive to them;
they find no pleasure in it.

When you tell them
all this, they will
not listen to you;
when you call to them,
they will not answer.

if God knew the
people would
respond this way,
what did he
gain by sending
Jeremiah?

- Jer. 7: 27

- Jer. 6: 10

When they heard about
the resurrection of
the dead, some of them
sneered, but others
said, “We want to hear
you again on this subject.”
34
A few men became
followers of Paul
and believed.
32

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return to it without watering the earth
and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed
for the sower and bread for the eater, 11so is my word
that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me
empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve
the purpose for which I sent it.
10

- Isa. 55:10-11

- Acts 17: 32,34

At this point Festus
interrupted Paul’s defense. “you
are out of your mind, Paul!” he
shouted. “your great learning is
driving you insane.”
24

how do these verses affect your attitude
toward engaging people with truth?

“I am not insane, most
excellent Festus,”
Paul replied. “What
I am saying is true
and reasonable.”

25

Then Agrippa said to Paul,
“Do you think that in such a
short time you can persuade
me to be a Christian?”
28

- Acts 26:24-25, 28

n From the conversation above and the other passages on this page, which two options

below best describe what mindset we should have when talking to skeptics?
we should try to convince skeptics.
we should support

our claims to skeptics.
we should communicate truth to skeptics.
we should rely on intellectual arguments.
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Game Plan

Without a plan, our conversations with skeptics are likely to become:
A) Games of fetch in which the skeptic keeps the believer busy
chasing down answers to his objections,
or,
B) ping-pong matches that exchange superficial points until one
side can beat the other with the sharpest response, or until both
sides get frustrated and quit.
n Have

you experienced a situations like these? Describe them:

...But we’ll learn a different approach that will help send conversations
in a more meaningful direction. This approach has the following three
steps that we’ll discuss in the coming pages:

1) Think in 4 Categories
2) Clarify Words
3) Dig Up Root Ideas

THINK IN 4 CATEGORIES
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Don’t
Get
Overwhelmed...
Don’t
Get
A skeptic’s objections toOverwhelmed...
the biblical worldview can seem like a

A skeptic’s
objections
the biblicaltoworldview
tangled
mess that
is nearlytoimpossible
unravel: can seem like a
tangled mess that is nearly impossible to unravel:

“evolution
“evolut
explains
life ion
explains
on eart
h” life
on earth”

“how could a good
could a good
god “how
send anyone
send anyone
togod
hell?”
to hell?”

“the bible
“theofbible
is full
full of
mytis
hs”
myths”
“god is
“god is
in all
of usin
” all
of us”
“that’ s true
’ s true
for “t
youhat
but
forme”
you but
not for
not for me”

“there are many
are many
paths“tthere
o heaven”
paths to heaven”

“the bible
“the
bible
authors
were
authors were
biased”
biased”
“creation in
six “creat
days ision in
sixtale”
days is
a fairy
a fairy tale”

“the bible has
“the bible
been changed
overhas
been
changed over
many
years”
many years”

“meditation brings
“medit
ation
you
closer
to brings
you closer to
enlightenment”
enlightenment”

“sex between
“sex
between
any two
consent
ing
any
two
consenting
adults is fine”
adults is fine”
“religion
“religion
relies
on
blind relies
faith, on
blind faith,
not science”
not science”
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...Rethink It!

However, objections have something in common (see below) that
allows us to put them into groups:
n To

which
category
does each
objection
on the
previous
page
sound
like it
belongs?*

spiritUaL SkePTICISM

MoraL SkePTICISM

scieNtiFic SkePTICISM

BiBLicaL SkePTICISM

*Sometimes objections sound like they belong to one category but actually belong to another, so we need
to clarify them - p.12.

Root Idea
n

n

n

A Root Idea is the assumption
or false premise** that feeds
objections a skeptic raises.
It is like a root that feeds weeds
sprouting from it.

objection
objection
objection

objection
objection

There is a Root Idea behind
each group of objections. We
don’t have to debate every
objection (pull up all the weeds)
if we dig up the root.
The key is recognizing what kind
of objection the skeptic is raising
so we’ll know what questions to
ask. The goal is to get beyond
surface-level debates.

**or presupposition

1 root idea
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4 Parts of a Worldview

Together, ideas from the 4 CATeGORIeS make up a person’s
total worldview, so when a skeptic raises an objection, we get a
glimpse of how he sees the world.
Why four parts? Because eventually everyone asks life’s big
questions about the four subjects below:
What happens
after I die?
(spiritual)
How should I live?
(Moral)

Where did I/life
come from?
(scientific)
Is the Bible
authoritative?
(Biblical)

n

How might a non-believer answer each one of these questions?

how should i live?

where did i/life come from?

what happens after i die?

is the Bible authoritative?

